Cass Scenic Railroad Park programs for a different kind of West Virginia state park 


0«f behind rhe scene* with »fom Explore an old lumber mill town 



Cass Town Walk H”" 

110'- Sun. Ft). Sat ^ 

3 10' - Satunhy WK\ 

5 05 * - Mon, Thurs, Fri. Sun 

Meet on the Cass Country -ii. » , 

Store steps 30-mmvte. halt- - 

mk> saving through the oki . ■ 

company town built between Lr > ^^riHhxri*rrl 
1902 and 1900 t& ~Z* 

Cass was the neodquarlers 
and locus ol one of the largest ^MMlCyr^; 
lumbering operation; In Ihe 
slate. Leom abou' this Isotoled 
industrial town's histo'y. vfew its prominent structures, 
and hear about whal if e was like here 80* years ago 
A lour brochure is provided for supplementary infor¬ 
mation oboul Old Cass and the park's on-going rerv 
novoSon of the former company 'own. ploced in 1981 
on Ihe National Registry of Historical Places 
• These tours coincide with the Cass Showcase pro¬ 
gram's conclusion and ore thus subject to a 5-10 
minute de/ay whenever a tram returns late, kindly 
wait for your guide on the Cass Country Store porch. 


Top Of Tho Morning Tour 


nuft*. t-mde walking 
t rimd getting wit 


.«rn * ts« r*** fcmber mfl. one* one of the 
|m , -K»r crvduc** double bandsaw and planing 
-+ i, . ♦* as second boor to the togg itg ope-o 
4v , ;y-r-xri t narji> d K‘"*s.\ng spruce puipwood 
( ju g to nw yard, we watch Shays being pre- 
peye i <xxj Os. rss me.- tose nahng design Moving 
m> to • -« deod e*e we look at o Meisler and Climax 
acandvt “>*n compos these geared engines 
w-n -wo S*wys and o rod engine 
After pecKng nvde the cor shop we enter o world 
d g eorheod de*gh» No two days are Ihe some 
mdt a v mao repair foetty. 

>esen*r 162-vo monster Shay. *Big 6* |ex-Wesfern 
Vkrvoxf a undergoing final assembly oiler heavy 
sncco ~r; Bes des pousng to wa*di the work on No 
i w« ^spec’ original 1905 Cass Shay. No 5. and the 
shops mochnng bay. 

/ew-ng •-* dor s octive power come to life and 
swten *ne yard rounds out the four 

Behind-the-scenes Shop Tour, P.M. 

145-Mon Thurs 

; o* ”ose unable to 'early-tnd-ir (see above I. this 
5S-mnute wak is o repeal pcogtam. except there 
rre steamn', smokin' Shays The lour is limiled’o 
: 5 pone visitors, so pieose sgn up of the ticket office 


South end ol Up'own Mnkn Street. t90ft 

Cass Scenic Railroad Early Years 

7:30 p.m. -Saturday 

Meet in the Cass Community Center (Front 
Streett lor this 60-mnulo sideshow ieatumg 
1964-59 period images by the iate V/ncenf 
Bagdon, other views, narration by Phil Bagdon 
Celeb to ling long-gone vews which mode the CSftR 
so special during its first decade, this program 
investigates a rather unsung aspect of rail-relaled 
history Journey back to Ihe 1964-75 perod and see 
the o gnol equipment. o*d shop. intact mill. Shay 
No. 7. Mower Lumber camp tain cots, and more 


Every-other Saturday 
this season, long out 
ol service Shay No 7 is 
bock in s'ecm - ol 
leas! on screen n Ihe 
Coss Scene Railroad 
forty Years slide show 
IP Bogdan photo. I?66) 


There will be no programs on 
Tuesday and Wednesday. August 6-7 


Cass Interpretive Programming 

West Virginia Porks have tradUlonoly ottered 
exceptional progroms by seusond noturoSsts The 
Cass Scenic Railroad and the old ml town - his¬ 
tone sub|ecls that they ore - call lor a ditlererl 
spin Philip bagdon is CSRIt State Porks Seasonal 
Historian. A devotee of Coss history tor aver 30 
years. Phil has contributed his extensive research 
to several publcottons ond orchlves In 1976 wtule 
Interviewing old-timers associated with the log¬ 
ging ond railroad era. Ire resided m Cass and 
served as 0 CSRR tram commentator 


it -he hr* d the company 
dido ip t9J3. the second Cass 
wnber md (decidedly high 
• s eroi had fust been 
ropier! ond was operating 
' hexes doty except Sunday 

** Shote end top n*i trom 
loggr* VxxACAeer 
riir > runty >/tV Viowshoe 
land* by Oorge be*i» 


Cass Scenu 


‘ programs .o. - ■ 


jcJUcad here: You ore asked to watch your step 


watch your step and keep tabs on all small chiid 








rm repot The 

w shops visitors 
peavg prepared 
t favorite 


Lurrber Ccmpany comp 


Despite losing operolon on the upper half of the Cass Hll 
to January's flood (resumption of service lo Bald Knob is 
expected in October], a memorable ride awaits you on the 
CSRR - to Whittaker Station, site of the new Whittaker 
Como Ko 1 display Roil equipment and structures tepre- 
sentng various facets ol West Virginia logging con now be 
inspected during the 20-minute stop Monday through 
Fridcy. an interpretive tour is offered of camp cars and 
shanties, diesel loader. 4-wheel log train coboose and 
portable high-spar steam skidder. Whittaker Comp No I is 
on on going project which has involved thousands of 
volunteer hours by the members of Mountain Stale 
Railroad & Logging Historical Association, o non-profit 
organization bosed in Cass. 


m • -s sever;* -f-e Cass Town Walk's pop- 

■' grow This season s gu-ds. Philip 
<jrxr sk crften by The Cass history bug back in 
16 on h» second nU to the CSRR and has been 
Otamg myth from reaMy ever since; his grasp 
*« , yy a bach insightful and entertam- 
*ow t i tesed on personal researcn. with- 
'e’erence to cwwi town watk presentations. 


Dies*! log loeoer at 
work near Anjeon. 
Greenbrier County, 
in 1965 for the 
Meadow River 
Lumber Co. 


SOI*'*ol Policy RegartSng the Equal Opportunity 
To Uae FeoMiet and Participate In Programa 

t'l"' p rMi of • ta Hr} Vrgno Division ol Ncturol 
,f v>."»ir. i•: h'taev, ocoomnsodarions services 
ond programs to ol persons without regard *o sex, race, 
'<*» 09a ***snr. nohow* oryn. or ddobAty Proper 
krentes ragBiroiion and eompnnce with official aikrs 
wvc i*?>ncrr. or* f he uniy sources of reside (tons lor 
toctay ust or program porlicjpclion 
l>» WesJ vrgrws QMsion of Nat urcl Resources is an 
equal apportunrr y employer 


Free Supplementary Programs 
Cass Scenic Railroad Stale Park 

August 19-25,1996 


Photo by Barnard Kern 
CxmresyErtc Uumly. 
Horn Iff USPLHA 
1991 CMcnder 


^Qss Scenic Railroad . Park oroarams for a different kind of I /Vest Virainia state park 


1 Now at Whittaker Station 













Park programs for a different kind of West Virginia state park 


Railroad 


Scenic 


Cass Town Walk 


Of Tho Morning Tour 


1 »5* hVed. Ttxur Fri. Sun * 

4 10 Saturday 
10 * - Mon Wad. Thus. Sun 
Mont on Uw Cass Country -LLp i 
Store steps for a 40mmute 

hall-mile swing through the . • W - 

ck) company town. 

Cass was the headquarters 
and tocus ot one ol the orgesl 
umbering operations H the 
state Leam about this isotot- 
ed industrial towns history: 

view its prominent structures, and hear oOout what We 
was ke here 80+ years ago during the boom period 
. These tours coincide with the Cass Showcase pro- 
gram's conclusion and ore thus subject to o 5 JO 
minute delay whenever a train returns late, kindly 
wait hr your guide on the Cass Country Store porch. 


** v * ' tvrvnaw and ptan ng 

boor to *w toggng opero- 

' -u-jc ot V'nWVtp'vrr puipwood 

. w ^ ltr a wm wa*h Shays be-tig pre- 

** / j-j hv ~>crng drvgn Vrising 

* m* took ot a Meaner and Clma* 

, ntn compare 5 »«Mred engines 

vc Shays and o 7-8-0 rod engxie 
A«er secwng nude me cor shop, we enter o worid 
y so two days ore the some 

radl our non + 5 or teeth 
-i -i 62-em morale Shay. *Big 6* (ex-Westem 
Verity *J s .mdergong finoi assembly after o two- 
•w-a-vjneavyshopoing Besides pausing to watch 
•s# <wn oi so 6. we .aspect original 1905 Cass Shay. 
V: < ■-*> 'trher lose noting machining bay 

me dai s oc»ve power come to ife and 
sw«ch the yard rounds out the tour 

Behind-the-scenes Shop Tour, P.M. 

f 50 - Monday and Saturday 
t<r those unable to eariy-bird-it' (see obovel, this 
SS-minute wok is o repeal progrom, except there 
ore no steamin', smofc.n - Shays. The tour Is limited to 
'5 pan v4*«. so piease sign up ol the ticket office 


Sou’h erd ol Uptoum Wxn Sltee*. 


Cass Scenic Railroad Early Years 

700 -Saturday 

Meet m the Cass Community Center {on Front 
Street . tor thts 60-minute side presentation fea¬ 
turing 'mages by the late Vincent Bagdon. other 
views andnarration by PhH Bagdon. 

Celebrating long-gone vews which made the CSRR 
so special doting Us first decade, this program 
investigates a rather unsung aspect ot roiWretated 
history. Journey back to the T9h4-7S period and see 
the original equipment, o’d shop, intact mi 1 1, Shay 
No 7, Mower Lumber camp train cars, and more 


About the cover... 

This gorgeous p ece ol orl opoeared 
lor four yea's os the cover of the 
park's brochure, beginning in iW 
Techn colly accurate to the point of 
intriguing hardcore 'gearheods, It 
depicts the front end business side ol 
Shay No 5. one ot Ihe three surviving 
original locomotives to work here - 
and the oldest (built far Wesl Virginia 
Spruce Lumber Co’s Greenbrier & Elk 
Rdlroad in 1905) 


There will be no programs on 
Tuesday and Wednesday. August 20-21 


Cass Interpretive Programming 

West Virginia Stole Potks hone trodihonolly oMered 
exceptional programs by seasonal notoralfcls The 
Coss 5cenk Rolrood and the old mill town - *** 
tori: subtects that they ore - ccfl two 
spb Phllp Bagdon Is CSRP State Parks Seosonc* 
HHorion A devotee ol Cass hrstory for aver 30 
years, Phil has contributed -*s «lensi-re research 
to several publications 0 nd archives. In Vm ** 
interviewing old timers ^'-ocicled wlh the bg- 
ana aid rrtltood era. he resided In Cass and 


•h# Tim* d thrs 1933 ‘compa- 
fhe*c 'he second lumber 
* rempfe. o+rriedly h^h- 
h tor its «ra hod just been 
npMed an) was operatng 
xxrt dc#> except Sunday 






Mr SM .eg Car Ow c* 24 such can donated 
e rSRP r •>*: ll«»« umber ‘B-12‘ now 
:»-*• r» >m« eg oeder « WhrtakerCamp No. 1 
aeutaor SM Flatcar Reporter^ acquired c. 1957 by 
rLW.»c Craet t Gauey R R tram Cherry River Boom 
I _ j- cw aaa one o' wvra oars donatsd by Pi:t5tor 
Coal Co r *970 For Mmosi 20 yaars it sarvad as a 
Mad oaeam ito-Kr ear before betng retired 


r a u r w W esf C abooaa. E-ft in toe 1800s and believed 
Stas' Coat I Cota or Barsr-xxe 0 Ohio incestry, (Ms 
boeear toOa r« -*er o' og trains out ol Sward^a 
Q»l Ccur> *cr Eh Rw Coal A Lumbar and sucts- 
•VS - a w fetter Liynoar and Georgia-Pacific Corp 
>rrnm3 r 1964 By G-R Jsad on ra ttan charters for 
aa*as* yaws, onpnaAy rostered as No. 8. 

ptaaal Log Loader Burt oy Meadow Rver Lumber 
Co s sncc «- t»39 *>x» b«e*y tong tree" device was 
acM irm 1870: ( came to Cass In 1972. 


Udgerwood SUdder. Homebuilt from Udgerwood 
sell by Meadow Rver Lumber Co. in I9*c. Its service 
•road r f*ed borer inspection in 1966; it came 
to Ceae sat year, later DoutXe heading Sheys brought 
toe Urigerwoodto Whmafcer n 1993 


Sources other than personal research 


Arta Bortoty. George De*a. Danny Sefcknvidge. 
Bud CauR, John Ccssal. Red McMMon 

Owran Saidornrtdga. WoyneCassel. R« Cassell 
"tehord Sport s. >jhn Wteran. George Fber 



Cars Dismantled or Destroyed 
(continued from inside] 

Mower Lumber log flail (2). No. 127 and another car (num- 
be unknown) wore dismantled in 1970. 

Wood Combine. Buffalo Creel! A Gauley X-t6 (Kitchen and 
dining car for worktmins). donated by P.ttston Coal Co. in 
1967; elegant 18B0s-era cor which tost Us root and rotted 
down; remains ot the car (partially burned) sit on the upper 
end ol the Greenbrier dead line. 

Steel Combine. Buffalo Creek A Gauley X-16; loimerty 
Pennsylvania A Reading Seashore Lines; porthole windows 
and open vestibule; acquired 1370; scrapped 1973. 

Steil Baggage Car. Bullets Creek A Gauley X-17; same ori- 
g ns/style as X-16; acquired 1970, scrapped 1973. 

50-ton A.A.R. Steel Hopper. Buffalo Creek A Gauley: 
acquired 1970, scrapped 1972. 

Worklraln water car. BAO X-1023, a steam tender mounted 
on a 40-loot steel flat; arrived 1966, scrapped 1972. 

Steel Gondola. Chesapeake A Ohio No 29264 (ex-Hocfclng 
Valley): acquired in 1970, scrapped In 1972. 

Cars Disposed To Other Railroads 
Steel combine. Baltimore A Ohio branchline model, last 
usee in worktnun service as car X-4072. acaulred in 1967 
(brought back from Strawberry Festival in BocShannon); con¬ 
veyed lo the Hocking Valley Scsnlc R.R. In 1972. 

Hospital Cara. An undetermined number ol Ihese U.S. 
Army cars {12?), previously used on the Greenbrier Rver 
excursions Irom Cass to Roncererte. were brought in by the 
local freight in 1976 and stored on Ine CAO siding above the 
water tower {today's Greenbritr deadline spur); removed 
prior lo the CAO s closure in 1978. 

Mystery CAO Coaches. (3) Donated possibly as early as 
1962 for use on the excursion rail toad (they would not take 
the curves but they were tree!); branchRne-styte coaches, 
not heavy wei^il; disposed during 1965. 



c °ss Scenic Railroad 


Cass Scenic Railroad 

Equipment Roster 

(All-time) 

by Philip Bagdon 
Seasonal Historian. 1996 
Cass Scenic Railroad Siale Park. 



All photo* try Fhrfip v Begdor 


Open Platform No 5 was one of tight flrst-gen era Son arcor 
non cars built Irom Mower Lumber Hats; here m August 1968. 
it's part of the Bald Knob consist 

Excursion Car Fleet 

(There are 15 available excursion cars in 1996) 
No. 1. Standard Closed Platform. Converted Irom one of 
Ihe lour Swandale logging Rats in 1970 mlo Bald Knob 
‘cinder car (originally No 12); received a root in 1993. 
Noe. 2-4. Baid Knob All-wealher, 8u.ll Irom ex-Elk River 
Coal A Lumber steel logging Rats in 1967 as Nos. 13-15; 
renumbered n 1988. 

Noe. 5-8,11-13,15. ‘Second-generation Closed Platform. 
Former Meadow River Lumber B-series skeleton log can. 
Noe. 9,14. End Units BAO cabooses - 30 loot wood, 
steel frame, acquired by Buffalo Creek A Gauley (C-111 
and C-119). Donated by PtttslonCoelln 1970 Lettering as 
they came to CSRR: C-111 tor BCAG, C-119 for BAO) 
Retained original numbers until 1988 
No. 10. Open Platform. Former Meadow Rver B-senes 
skeleton log car. The last of Ihe "cinder cars." 

Cabooses 

Chesapeake A Ohio 90788. Standard wood model 
(reportedly 1928-type) donated In 1966 
Meadow River Lumber 3. Standard CAO wood (1924). 
Meadow FRver Lumber Co.. RaineRs (served one the last 
log train In W.Va.. donated by Georgra-Padflc in 1972; 
received top to-bottom repair in 1996. 
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Park programs for a different kind of i/Vest Virginia state 








roir 

r»b>no 'k»ng 


Mato C«*e* 4 Gaul* y eo-k dmg oe, Me * is *47 * 

Cara With Questionable Futures 
CSRR Ctasod Platform No* 10* and 107 R»t»n.rs« 
■C7or*4 Oy &.«*> Creek 4 Gwi*y RR Inn Cherry 
River Boom « Lumber In fr*t lale 1950i Donated by 
PltNtor Coal Co In 1970. For almost two decade* they 
tarved es excurwon car* bekr* bemg raved r«-*d * 
convervton ol Buck* to loiter bearing. 


lining Car Che*ap*ak* 4 Ohio Trounce* Tavern* bought 
hv Joe* Kan* <n igb4 and mUid on to* oid C40 house 
lee * lor operation a* to* Shay Bm. oiler th* Iasi tood 
restaurant due ad. became th* Park Superintendent * office 
Lining Car Chesapeake 4 >uo "Stuart Houm' brought In 
by Jock Kane as nddbo'i to hit Stay Inn around •907. used 
a* port ot consist of Cosa-Ourbtn excursions. tinea 1066 ho* 


hr array of roffing stock on toe 


S ira* toadoul) Research shorn 
' nree E-sene* cars at MRLbrCo. 
72 group from Georgia-Paci'ic [see 
t if tie Frank tannery and have 
ire. on Greenbrier dead line 
aght Cars 

r* <7\. CSRX 219 and 220; donai- 
teWon m 1972; uied oil-rood unlil 
if* 3 and 3. placed out-of-service 
iperafton her* m 1993 . 


L- 


•rracai cor AVAJOlB acquired at U S 
5c*^ Branch M*ey. used lor dtotet fuel 
D c *“* •" *0-45, may be cleaned out and 
«er suet* car 

Sundard4Gteen etaaicars dllormar 
Wy Bureau of Ordnance (St. Julians 
** Tec came «*a ita South Branch 
'- tew addoonaf cars were shipped In the 


served as etorage space. 

Commuter Cara. P) No. 960, No (7). and No. 81 "Romney*, 
all reported/ former Central ol New Jersey R.R, No. 960 and 
ho (7] came to Cass Iron tie South Branch Valle/ RR In 
1982 [picked up Iran Durbin the *ame t-ne at the BL-2). No 
81 ’Romney* ryeilow ear*) was part of th* October 1986 
eqUpmert shipment of the SBVRR All used in ’98* and 
1986 on toe Cass-to-Durbin eacurs ons. No 960 was etod - 
B*d lor excursion service sans windows, with a sfngfa two- 
sded bench extending the Iwglh ol Ita Interior 
Eaggage Car. Norfolk 4 Western Ry Sejgage and Ratway 
Express; acquired by South Brarch Valley 1 N 0 . 6 Tredon*; 
cam* to Cats In lit* equipment shipment ol October 1986 

Other Railroad Equipment 
American Log Loader Originally steam-powered bulU 
by the American Hoist Co. ol SL Pau . MBm.. lor Elk Rjvei 
Coal & Lumber Co.. Swandale, Clay Courtly Converted to 
date. date unknown Later een/ed ERC&LCo’s successors. 
W M R lter Lumber Co. and Geo'glo-Pa=lc Corp Donated 
Bi 1967 by G-P. trucked to Cass and placed or toe ex- 
ERC4L Bo! which would become CSRR Open Plallorm No. 
1 *1 1970 (see above); to' years loader sal atop ex Mower 
(to! car No 110 bolora bamg moved to Us present best car. 
ex-Meadow River skeleton B-10. Still used In work Iran situ¬ 
ations (May 1996 citobing and September 1996 tree-OH). 
75-Ion Steam Wrecking Crane, industrial Brownhcisl 75- 
Ion. sell-propelled model built tor foreign military seivlce, 
Government surplus, nevsr opemted except to* bo ler lest; 
acquBed Sprng 1979; Henler No 6 ran to Durbin over toe 
dosed CSO Greenbrier line to pick It up al Durbin 
CAO Kitchen Car No. X-999676. Work tram cook car with 
sleeping quarters at one end. Acquired by Souto Branch 
Villey R.R; later sh pped 10 Cess In Octobsr 1985. Rusted 
end in bad condtion on toe Greenbner deed line 


4 10 - Saturday 

• -Men. Wad. Ttujra, Sun 
t on lira Cess CoJnHy 
n slops for « XO-mtouf*. 
rri'hi swing rfirotign the 


CSRR Closed Platform No. lift On* ol two ex- 
CheeapeaKe 4 Ohio gondolas donated By Prsstoo Coat 
Co. In 1970 (operated by Buffalo Creek 4 Gauley Bi C4Q 
lettering); car tiame waa rutted 
Canadian Nitional Caboose Wood*r wid- and cupo¬ 
la Known to be ‘omnarfy owned by a ra.Ban ahlppec 
Irom the South Branch Va'ley In October 1985. 

Cars Dismantled or Destroyed 
Original excursion car*. In 1974 toer* ware three ol 
wgbi origmai CSRR cars si a avatsbie tor *erV=e 
Cosed ptattorms Noe 3 and 22 (od^neiy No ?. and 
Open Plallorm No. 10 Thai year, rehrec cars ware: Open 
Platforms No. 1 (raiings and bench tnl on car). No 5 
[ratings and platforms removed, pens stored on deck;. 
No. 6 (lormarty operated with tool box and no benches, 
ral ng» Bttacl; Shop equipment atored an deck, by 1976, 
ra mg* had been removed!. No 7 fratrgs ramoved, 
parts stored on deck). Ctdseo Plattorm No 4 (side*, top 
and pattern removed In 1972; detlroyed by 1976) 
Today, ail but two of toe survtvrg cart are are irrecov¬ 
erable (number* are unidentilecie) on toe Greenbner 
dead Bne spur Open Platform No 10 Milch served 
between 1944 and 1960 as a Mower tun* cor. convened 
tor excursion setvice Bt 1965. tl'i avatabi# as a standby 
car in ’976) has rotted to the ground on the upper end ot 
the Coes v ard car sidtog 

Mower Lumber Bunk Car No 418 Restored by 1967 
and operaled on rail an charier*; neglect ever tunny rot¬ 
ted the car beyond recovery; dee troy ed around 1977 
Mower Lumber Kitchen Car No. 417. Never operated 
cn CSRR but to good oonddlon Into the 1970* Like No 
418. rolled away and was finatoy destroyed around 1977 

Continued on back panel 











Disposed To Other Railroads and Sites 

(continued from inside) 

Porter O-4-OT No. 714. H.K. Porter Co., 1650 (cm 622<); 
buNt lor <t>« U.S. Federal Securty Agency lor ope ration al SI 
Ei-zabeth’s Hospital. Washington. D.C. (Mo. 4). In 1958 
Iramterred to Inventory ol Department of Health. Education 
and V/elare. then (sometime between 1965 and 19€7) 
moved from St. Elizabeth’s to 'he U.S. Army Transportation 
Corps at Ft. Eustis, Va. (No. 7*4); came lo Cass as goverrv 
mert surplus in 10-1972; never in steam here; shipped in 
1961 to Baltimore A Ohio Ralroad Museum as part ot the 
trade lor Shay No. 6; reportedly being repaired lor service 
around (he museum yard In Baltimore. 

GM-EMD BL-2 No. 7172. Diesel-electric road swUcher bu II 
lor :ho Western Maryland in 1948. Donated to CSRR In 
1962; used on raillan charters or the Greenbrier in the ecriv 
196vs shipped to South Branch Valley R.R. via the CSX 
connection al Spruce in 1991. plans cal for Ihe unit to be 
restored and operated. 

Locomotive Scrapped 

Shay No. 6 (c/n 1907. 1907). 65-tons’; bu»H for Levnsburg A 
Rorceverte R.R; acquired by Greenbrier, Cheat A Elk 
(Cass) In 1913. rostered as No. 6 (2nd); sold by Mower 
Lumber Co. in 1946 to Borgman Brothers lor thair Prernar 
Cost Co., originally used at Nc. 6. Monitor No. t Mine, West 
Enc (Turmelton), then moved to Monitor No 4 at Austin 
After nine's closure, the enginehouse led in on Mo 6; 
severely damage With sale pnce ol $\000. examined by 
CSRR and Bear Creek Junction R.R., bul passed by due to 
location and engine condition it was reported to be 
swapped at the mine site in the summer of 1969. with parts 
to be sold to the Graham Couunty R.R -Bear Creek Junclon 
R.R. al Rohblnsviie. N.C. Eventually acquired by Dave 
Coibert and moved to a loading point along the old Baltimore 
A Chio at Tunnel ton; a coai train derailment al but destroyed 
it; finally acquired by CSRR aid shipped In gondolas, arriv¬ 
ing in 1978 (last incoming equipment brought n by the CiO 
be-ore closure Scrapped in 1980. cylinders and bucks siton 
cars up Ihe Greenbne' deadline spur. 


Today AI Cass 

3 Active Shays 
3 tractive Shays 
1 mocttve Heisler 
1 inocflve Cli max 
6 Inactive Diesels 


Sources other than personal research. 
Art* Barkley. George Office. Danny Sekomridge. 
Bud Ok Mi Dor ran Seldomridge. JohnCassel. 
Wayne Cass** Rex Cassell. Richard Sparks, 
John Wloran. George Fiber 



Cass Seme 

LocomoVvge Ros\et 

W-\\mz\ 

by Philip Bagdon 
Seasonal Historian, 1996 
Coss Scenic Railroad State Pork 


All photos by Philip V. Bagbon 


Active and Shopped Power 


Shay No. 2 (c/h 3320. 1928) PacHlc Coasl Model - 96 
tons’, superheated; the only PC built bs b wood-burner, 
logic influenced Is conversion to oil before operation in 
British Columbia as Mayo Lumber Co No 4 lhan LsKe 
Logging Co., Lid No. 5, Western Forest industries No. 5. 
and Railway Appearce Research (Vancouver Wharf* 
Limited) No. 114; acquired in 1970; made Its debut In May 
1972; grates converted torcoel burning In I9B4 


Shey No. 4 (c/n 3189. 1922). 70-Ions'; ortgjnoiy Birch 
Valley Lumte' Co. No 6. Tioga (Ncholas County), 
involved in a runaway wreck which scalded four men to 
(teeth In 194’ rebuilt al Cherry River Boom A Lumber Co 
shops in Riehwood; acquired In 1943 by Mow.' Lumber 
Co., it was not only the last logging Shay here, bi* also 


Continued inside 


’ Factory designations. Engine wagh mora n 
ope'atng condkion (coal, water, tools, ele 


Wrs>on2 0« Mpiembw IW * 










CHinai No « wn 1561. to 10) TO loo.-. t««lt by Climax 
looc*n<*rve W. rk», Carry. Pa . lor the Moore Ksppel Co 
( Rervk*rf> County) and last uud to pull cool on »• Midtie 
i\->* Railroad. xntved li.ra (1970) in ragged shape, a new 
bo*er found in Canada :ombma. with lha shop tone's i©ng- 
rurvung merest .n tadding IMa project to make »ia luture 
bngriar man might pa aipactad from its dereket appearance; 
il avaryffdag goaa we*. it may bo on lha road In 1996. 

Shay No 36 Ion 2604,1916) 70 ton*-. built lor an Alabama 
toggng enterprise. sport about two decades in Wait Virginia 
- Aral with Raleigh Lumbar Co. (Qian Morgan), than W.M 
Rmer Lumbar Co. (Oxley and Maben); In 1042, moved by 
Rider to New River. Tennessee where It later hauled ccaJ as 
Bnmstone Railroad Ns. 36 (predecessor In 1965 was 
Bn ms tone 6 New River); to Tennessee Valley Rairoad 
Museum In 1967. then acquired by mllfan George Kadelek, 
who arranged its move here in 1687; purchased in 1994; it 
has a good boiler but because of size and age. likely lo 
remain on the dead line for some time. 

Baldwin Rod Loco No. 612 (dn 69858. 1943). Built tor the 
U S Army Transportation Corp and operated at Fort Eustta. 
Va. as the Johnny D. Burruss until 1971; his 2-8-0 
ConsoWatlon' has never run here - until the 1385 ‘tood 
which ended Durbin Runs, it was idsal candWale as the 
water level route's fulure power. 


Continued on back panel 


Diesel-electric Units 

No. 20. General Electric 4&-lon switcher built In 1941 for the 
U.S. Navy, acquired as surplus in 1978; first 'shop goaf; out 
of service since 19e8. 

No. 34. G.E 65-ton swlchsr. U.S. Navy; acquired as gov¬ 
ernment surplus, shipped from South Branch Valley R.R. in 
10-85; used tor a lew years as a shop goat'; out of service 
since 1995. 

Noe. 16 and 17. Alco S4 Built lor Baltimore 4 Ohio; 
acquired by South Branch Valey R.R; shipped to Cass in 
10-85; never operated. 

Noe. 26 and 27. GM-EMD MRS-1 foreign service road 
switchers; U.S. Army Transportation Corp.. Fort Eustls, Va.; 
delivered lo CSRR in July 1976 with hospital cars (were 
f here throe?), subsequently moved to South Branch Valley 
R R. belore the C40 cloture in 1978; returned to Ciss in Ihe 
movement from SBVRR originating ol 10-85. 
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THE STATE CAN BUY A RAILROAD 
AND OTHER STATES PROVE IT FEASIBLE 


West Virginia has something that a lot of other 
states would give a purty for and that's a bit of sure 
tourist bait in the form of a mountain and a railroad that 
chugs up it. 

The state of West Virginia can have this railroad 
if the owners don't want to get too rich on it, and if the 
ttato's representatives are convinced of its worth as a 
tourist attraction. 

There is every kind of interest in the idea. This 
paper has heard from everybody and his brother end all 
divinely hope that the road and its steam locomotive will 
not be relegated to the limbo of the scrap heap. ‘ • 

Hillbilly tells the story up to now this week. It 
grras you a news account of the Sunday meeting of the 
H>mm Senate group It gives you pictures that a Virginia 
'•■I'eed fan took It gives you a pep talk letter from 
*•'•**»Ivanlen Russell Baum who started Hillbilly out on 
*be guest to save the railroad. 

Veep this issue as either a souvenir of West Virgin- 
*• s backwardness or its forwardness. Remember - Hillbilly 
•t esk ng the state or privet# ontorpriso to do only what 
»*e*es have done tg their profit, glory and pride 
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Baum Writes Again about Cass Train 


that l found out my Info on the Tvectv.e 
1 was probably instrumental h<*r*» 
several years ago in helping to get th- 
started <Vith subsequent trips with the 
from the Tweetsie to purchase cq.i:: 
from the EBT at cost. 1 think the idea 
blossomed and then trips and discusser.* 
the Tweetsie man finalized the decisio: 
Mr Wilburn to convince the owners > 
railroad. Kovalchick Salvage concern 
Pittsburgh, to follow through with tn? 

Mr Wilburn was up until the line was oft:.- 
abandoned (track was never torn «P ' 
and still is the Operating Vice-Pres:oe 
should go on a Sat. or Sun. and next »ee^ 
first weekend in November! tsthe eno... 
year. You can also compare the mol' — 

* r> nc -c runt fit has over the EB 


if pictures 1 took 
the • Legislature 
e with the rest 


w proposal with the legislature 

rfe ihe wrote on Sunday October 
rou mav be interested in get*mg 
iu!.on of this sort of thing to use 

rspaper promotion. 

my offer still stands of taking 
the two tourist railroads in Penn* 
me the East Broad Top. which 
this Augu*!. was in constant com* 
and made many trips to the Tweet- 
, Carolina And the operator ol the 
I into all the facets of the Tweetsie 
ling hi own operation. And it is 
, 1 k, *.th Mr. Wilburn of the EBl 






p.,,r. h« n#»ro ""fl rnt brother and all 

dlvlnaly hop# that tha road and !»• tlcam locomotiva will 
pot b# ralegatad to tha limbo of the scrap heap. 

Hillbilly tails tha story up to now this weak It 
glvr. V- • n * w » •CCOUMI Of tha Sunday meeting of tha 
Sonata group It give* you picture* t h«t Viroinia 

railtoad *•" took It giv-, you . pop j",™!"' 

Ponnsylvanlan Russell Baum who started Hillbilly 
th# quest to save the railroad. 

Keep this issue as either a souvenir of West Virgin¬ 
ia's backwardness or its forwardness. Remember; Hillbilly 
is asking the state or private enterprise to do only what 
Other states have done to their profit, glory and pride. 



There she stand*. Idle, ready 
for the blow tnrrh. ready for the 
scrap heap. Anyway you look at 
it. it is sad throwing away a past 
that can be rc-rrcalcd to the 
sibilant sounds of a symphonic 
cash register. 



7H# lit il# train fetched In this 
t#f far III# Mat* defunct bujl ehaln 
ef Mara## TV# Ullt# train ran pm- 
a<Wr btlh| la (renter waaltli than 
•Via 


Legislative Report 

(From The Charleston Gazette) 

Members of a legislative com 
mlttco took a preliminary step 
here Sunday toward possible 
purchabo of a lofty little rail¬ 
road with its side attraction of 
an underground waterfall said 
to be higher than Niagara Falls. 

The railroad step was taken 
by four members of the Joint 
Cnmmiitee on Government and 
Finance They authorized Leg¬ 
islative Auditor C. H. Koontz 
to check with the Conservation 
Commission on Ihe wisdom of 
purchasing the Mower Lumber 
Co. railroad at Cass. Pocahon¬ 
tas County. 

The commission would have 
charge of the railroad as a 
unique scenic attraction for 
tourists in the event of pur¬ 
chase by the state. 

Tentative offers totaling a 
maximum of $284,110 were 
quoted lo the committee by 
Koontz. The sum represents the 
purchase price for 13 miles of 
railroad, an extensive land area, 
an old diamond stack locomo¬ 
tive and certain additional 
equipment, including flat cars. 

The offers were made by 
representatives of at least three 
principal owners who would be 
involved in the deal. They are 
Midwest Steel Corp., Mower 
Lumber Co. and Don Mower 
Lumber Co. 

It was learned also that a 
private Investor, identified only 
at a friendly “southern bank- 

(Turn to Paga 14) 
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Save The Train*. 

TMt STATE CAN BUY A RAILROAD 

ANO other states prove it feasible. 
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fVnniylv.inUn RUM«U t»um wno nmrina nun 
»|,r quail to mvo th* railroad. 

K«i>p this luua i»* olthor * mouvwnir of West Virgin¬ 
ia*, bockwardnan or its forwardnoss. Remember: Hillbilly 
ii ««l<ing the ateti* or private onterpriae to do only what 
other states have done to their profit, glory and pride. 
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Legislative Report 


(From The Charleston Gazette) 

Members of a legislative com¬ 
mittee took a preliminary step 
here Sunday toward possible 
purchase of a lofty little rail¬ 
road with its side attraction of 
an underground waterfall said 
to be higher than Niagara Falls. 

The railroad step was taken 
by four members of the Joint 
Committee on Government and 
Finance. They authorized Leg¬ 
islative Auditor C. H. Koontz 
to check with the Conservation 
n*» Man*. Mte. r~ar Commission on the wisdom of 

for the blow torch, ready for the purchasing the Mower Lumber 
**»up hr.ip Anyway you look at £ 0 railroad at Cass, Pocahon- 
it. it is *ad |b rowing away a pa-st ^ ag c oun ty. 

SLTJZ n^"'o7" , 'Vmph.nic The commission would have 


rash iT*i*trr. 


charge of the railroad as a 
uniqife scenic attraction for 
tourists in the event of pur¬ 
chase by the state. 

Tentative offers totaling a 
maximum of $284,110 were 
quoted to the committee by 
Koontz. The sum represents the 
purchase price for 13 miles of 
railroad, an extensive land area, 
an old diamond stack locomo¬ 
tive 3 nd certain additional 
equipment, including flat cars. 

The offers were made by 
representatives of at least three 
principal owners who would be 
involved in the deal They are 
Midwot Steel Corp. Mq**r 
Lumber and Don Mower 

Lumber C«. 

It wa, learned also that a 
* invertor, identified only 
'friendly -southern bank- 
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Baum Writes Again about Cass Train 


Kter$<««4 arr a group of pictures I took 
4 M> n« tf^p S*s*ni»y aboard the Legislature 
v 7 ./. ; 4 }'<*« return there with the rest 

II tltt proposal with the legislature 
fjQi b# wrote on Sunday, October 

M todai jog may be interested in getting 
•Mrt .*formation of this sort of thing to use 

m >>-: newspaper promotion. 

If so my offer still stands of taking 

you a.* and th«* two tourist railroads in Penn- 
♦ v..*.vj One. the East Broad Top, which 
ope.*.< i bp tlui August, was in constant com- 
* aixl made many trips to the Tweet - 
eae in North Carolina. And the operator of the 
)J'7 >..*d .nv* all the facets of the Tweetsie 
before gtAtwift h» • own operation. And it is 
iron. ;l> LUu with Mr. Wilburn oX the EBT 


that 1 found out my info on the Tweetsie. 

I was probably instrumental here ■’*> 
several years ago in helping to get the idei 
started.*With subsequent trips with the man 
from the Tweetsie to purchase equipu. 
from the EBT at cost. I think the idea finz 
blossomed and then trips and discussions v: 
the Tweetsie man finalized the decision o; 
Mr. Wilburn to convince the owners of 
railroad, Kovalchick Salvage concern r.e _ r 
Pittsburgh, to follow through with the id- 
Mr. Wilburn was up until the line was officially 
abandoned (track was never torn up thoui; 
and .still is the Operating Vice-President. V j 
should go on a Sat. or Sun..and next week (the 
first weekend in November) is the end for 
year. You can also compare the multitude sa¬ 
vant ages the Cass', out fit has oyer the EBT and 
(Turn to Page 8} 
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f Let's 


Save the Railroad! 


TW nilreMm fill Ifcl 
tag’ and Lb* old roal-ti 
■are flawing up Cheat. 


the Strusburg There u net even a close com¬ 
parison on this score The negative point, o' 
course, U location But I d like Mr Wilbur* 
to tell you about the amount or lack of I 
should say, local trad;. It’s mostly long dis¬ 
tance traffic. The EBT Is located at Orbisor- 
fa. Pa., and the Strasborg at Slrasburg. If yoi 
By I'd be willing to meet you at Harrisburg 
and if you drive, either in Sunbury or Orbit- 

Mill. 

1 think one of the grea* appeals in any 
newspaper drive is partly sentimental I talk¬ 
ed about it on our tnp. I avoided it during 
the legislature talk on purpose But to reiter¬ 
ate the appeal to me is this Whereas we’ve 
set aside Mountain tops, forests galore, 
streams and valleys, rocks and monuments 
as national and state parks — very little has 
teen done to preserve the most cherished her- 
i age of all — our human heritage. 

And where is the preponderance of hu¬ 
man heritage? It's in the East The Pennsyl¬ 
vania Grand Canyon tries to emulate he 
Grand Canyon of the Colorado The Great 
Smokies and the Hills of West Virginia ry 
la be eastern pretenders to the Rockies. But 
no matter how hard we try the Monongahela 
National Forest will never compare with the 
forest of Sequoia National Park with its tow¬ 
ering 300 foot giants up to 40 feet in diam¬ 
eter 

Want to Ba Somethin® Else 

There is no tree in the Allegheny for¬ 
est that would give 700.000 board fee: of 
lumber There is no canyon in the East quite 
like Yosemite—Tallulah Gorge in Gecrgia 
comes closest. 3000 miles behind And there 
Is no all around park like Yellowstone Ar.d 
there Is no grandeur In the world quite like 
looking at Mount McKinley icalled Mt Denali 


the cost of salvage rail at about $1.50 to $200 
par foot. And the more -of these place. 
add, the more attractive a travel package the 
East will be — or for that matter keeping a 
perpetual West boir.d tourist East 'like met. 

Let's Preserve the East 
As an aside — if at this time 1 could 
land an attractive job in the West Vd do so «« 
1 love to travel — and that is becomin? the 
American pastime—and will continue to do so. 

And with places like the proposed Cass layout 
I’ll have no need to be out West to be » eeped 
in the beauty of America I'll be able te do it 
at home, And yes, we do have some ol these 
things here, such as Williamsburg Hopewell 
Furnace tan iron furnace Natl Park in Pa l 
along with scores of military parks like Get¬ 
tysburg. which memorialise and pe*petuate 
wounds of the pist with hunks of stone strewn 
over the landscape. 

Let’s face it: We’ve come short of pre¬ 
serving the glory of our East At Cass we can 
combine the serene beauty of the East In lU 
finest with the transportation mode-that made 
America — the Railroad. 

And showing steam in its firest hour, 
a symbol of a passing century of tradition, Is 
a nostalgic item that will live In the hearts 
of men for time to come, the personal and 
romantic throbbing of a steam engine along 
with its plaintive wail' 

What American lather will sot fail to 
rationalize some reason to take his aon for s 
Isst look and a return look for that matter? 
You talked on the trip about the Wwt capita¬ 
lizing on the Cowboy How about Pa u 
and the Uumberjaefc*'* Were they JL, 

orfui’ Who doesn't use lumber, am 
doesn't thrill to the thought of s rugged lum 
benack deep ia the woods calling o 
ant tone. - ' Timber r " Ho-* **]?«*» 
have gone through an honest to goodness saw 


These jdetures were mild* by 
Ylr Wf» W« »- »U/r*U. Jr. 

nt Ariingvaa. Virginia. Iwe * 


Weil Virginia <• »« 

• Itar of IS* great *<xt St*** 
1. Na. I Ska/ *» « C «m* 
•Up. 








that dam 
pay the lUlr 


krriui 


lUKT «l all . , . 

. , tt nr |itr|»om»'>i»i>ct< ot mi 

hrrtUfif' I' * ln ,hr Kn ’' 1 Tho re,,,u/l ' 

I"*" <Jr * n ,t Canyon trlrs to rmuUlo tho 
c-r.Bil rtmon of the Colorado The Greet 

-,,i c rn pretenders to the flocluea. l 
M matter how hard wc try iho Monongnhela 
National Forest will never compare with the 
for«tof Sequoia National Park with Us ti¬ 
ering 300 foot giants up to 40 feet in dism 
eter. 

Want to Be Something Else 

The-c is no tree in the Allegheny for¬ 
est that would give 700.000 board :eet of 
lumber There is no canyon in the East quite 
like Yosemite—Tallulah Gorge in Georgia 
comes closest. 3000 miles behind. And there 
is no all around park like Yellowstone. And 
there is no grandeur In the world qaile * ,|{c 
looking at Mount McKinley •called Ml HcnM. 
bv natives and the Indians, towering loOOO 
feel from base level and 20.300 feet from sea 
level. Watching it as 1 did. from w<hcre I work¬ 
ed, 150 air miles away at dusk was an aw 
.aspiring sight 1 can never forget And wilh 
the help ot two large photo murals 1 took. I 
never shall. * 

Can the East top that’ Yes. it can. Not 
bv trying to match that which makes the 
West great, not by matching mountain peak 
•or mountain peak: but by preserving that 
which made America great, by 
that which the East in our history books is 
noted for—its human heritage 

True we have beautiful forests and hills 
in the East with a certain unusual sylvan beau¬ 
ty to set them apart from those of 
it’s not a dynamic beauty as with the • 

And it’s not going to draw people ^ the 
Midwest East when it’s just about as easy 
for them lo travel West But U s > combina¬ 
tion of our pastoral beauty combined with the 
dynamism of our rich human heriUgeth* 

.... will draw people to the East. Why do people 
Certeiuly not .o •*•«•“• 

,h«n y.u wn’i \ . i a n C uafie they can’t understand 

over m our own backyard Nor for the op- 

**-■*« ■*•*>■« 

plane fare. It’S the human henU ** . " ta ie 
-the museums coio^eums pyram d ^ h. i nothing more 

«.<-od1c there. One note—■ local fnena - -- 


n»**e ptetnres were made hr 
Mr. and Mr*. Wra. f Barrett. Jr. 
ol Arlington, Virginia. two train 
lorors who com*, or did come, to 
West Virginia to worship at the 
altar of the treat *®d Steam. This 
is No. 4 Shay at a Chest water 


as boill In 1911. re* 
lul homed. Hillbilly 
. ole mill shouldn't 
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| be garnered here. 


serving Iho glory of our Kast At Cass we can 
combine the sisrcno beauty of thu East, in It* 
finest with the transportation mode-that made 
America — the Railroad. 

And showing steam In its finest hour, 
a symbol of a passing century of tradition. Is 
a nostalgic item that will live in the hearts 
of men for time lo come; the personal and 
romantic throbbing of a steam engine along 
with its plaintive wail! 

What American father will not fail to 
rationalize some reason to take his son for a 
last look and a return look for that matter? 

You talked on the trip about the West capita¬ 
lizing on the Ccwboy. How about Paul Bunyan 
and the Lumberjacks? Were they not as col¬ 
orful? Who doesn't use lumber” And who 
doesn’t thrill to the thought of a rugged lum- 

borj..ck deep in the woods calting out Vn re*on- 
t tones — Tlmberr"? How. many l«<*pW 
have gone through an honest to goedness saw 

Last vear In Longview, Washington. - 
went through the Weyorliauser Mill. There 
were 25 in our party Tours were hourly every 
.day of the week. Absurd? No! In a large cen¬ 
ter of population-no. Just a pure genuine: in¬ 
terest in our human heritage-lumbenn^ And 

remember, this is Just to see a mill operate. 
There’s no r.de involved. No scenery to^e- 
It’s not ner. to anything else 
There’s no Umbering to watch Us Just lo 
look at a saw mill. 

We Have So Much .. • 

My fother-tn-Uw OTvdU But •«* 
me around on jaunts for guess what j 

“ ^1*. wmalw ot oil I™ 

there are crowds » >l>e developed pUces lilt 
Hopewell. Why- Vdo*.^^ jj 

we have added at cass v forgotten 

a cave; and of ££■» ***> 

heriUge of our Ban* Be- 

Astronomy^ Obeerv* ^^ ^ tn Them Thar 

U * V * w «‘s in California. 

Hills and it & not in ^ ^ roe for 

And you can co , 

any poesible further b ipj* ^ {e<Un| , ^ 


LmI empties come h 
Cheat woods. lf» the last 
sixty year span. We« 
add tea to IU unemployed. 




er, children 
. But there 
l d»» »hea too »on'U 
■ the cute of West Virginia, 
or lt» Mannun. hare the «h- 
4tm U pnun t thb rich heritage. 



itching " *• • did fr«wn where I »««• 
Mr mils* away «t duM was an awo 
_ atght I ran never forget. And with 

" Uvr help ,4 i«o Urge photo murals 1 took, t 

**■ -r shall 

Can the EjuI lop that' Yes. it can Not 
hr trying to match that which makes the 
West great, not by matching mountain psak 
far mountain peak; but by preserving that 
which made Amertci great, by preserving 
:sat which the East in our history books is 
noted for—.is human heritage. 

True we have beautiful forests and hills 
in the East with a Certain unusual sylvan beau¬ 
ty to set them apart from those of the West, but 
its not a dynamic beauty as with the West. 
And it's not going to draw people from the 
Midwest East when it s just about as easy 
for them to travel West But it's a combina¬ 
tion of our pastoral beauty combined with the 
dynamism of our rich human heritage that 
will draw- people to the East. Why do people 
go to Europe’ Certaiuly not to listen to peo- 
p e speak a language they can't understand 
or to see scenery we can surpass several times 
over in our own backyard. Nor for the op¬ 
portunity of spending the $500 round-trip air¬ 
plane fare. It's the human heritage in Europe 
—the museums colosseums. pyramids, that take 
people there. One note—a local friend of mine 
in the junk business advises me that the max¬ 
imum the line should be worth is $7500 a 
mile delivered in Pittsburgh if the rail is re¬ 
saleable and $5000 if of only scrap value. Also 
he says that to lay track new would cost—la¬ 
bor $10 per foot and $2,000 for switches plus 


went through tlw W«»ortwui*r Min.Thur* 
were 25 In our party. Toum wore hourly every 
tiny of the week. Absurd’ No! In a large cen¬ 
ter of population—no. Just a pure gsnutne in¬ 
terest in our human heritage—lumbering And 
remember, this la Just to see a mill operate 
There’s no ride involved. No ace eery to set. 
It's not next to anything else of interest. 
There's no timbering to watch. It's Just to 
look at a saw milL 

We Have So Much . . . 

My father-m-law travels East and hauls 
me around on Jaunts for guess what — just 
to see the remains of old iron furnaces. And 
there are crowds at the developed places Like 
Hopewell. Why? You know why. And yet 
there’s nothing operating at these places. All 
there is are guides, pamphlets and restored 
and reconstructed remains. So. plus these 
three vitally interesting facets of our heritage 
we have added at Cass a perennial favorite— 
a cave; and cf course the not to be forgotten 
heritage of jur future—the National Radio 
Astronomy Observatory at Green Bank. Be¬ 
lieve mo there’s a Gold Mine in Them Thar 
Hills and it’s not in California. 

And you can continue to ask me for 
any possible further help 1 may give, t want 
nothing more out of it than the feeling that 
I've done something for a good caustf and the 
self-satisfaction that that gives aad the know¬ 
ledge that future generations and myself will 
have places to go in the East in quest for rich 
vacation spots. 

Russ Baum 



Clyde G Alford brln*. Id 
from llir hill. Thu 1. truly a 
I- re ul Knl VircinU'* ck 


TV old choe-cfcoo romeu lo t bit 
ef land on the fevH betwreii the 
T»« ewlteli-backs oo the side of 
Oil Cheat. ' 


People, who are deeply interested in tfife fate of the Cass railroad have been 
asking me if it is maybe possible fo have a mass meeting somewhere in 
in fhe sfafe. Any suggestions along this line from readers? 







THEY BEEN WORKIN' ON DE RAILROAD 
If Wesf Virginia buys the railroad at Cass, and thus fills its coffers with tourist 
dollars these men who met on the inspection trip two weeks ago. They are: (sitting left to 
right) J. C. Cruickshank, Jim Comstock, and Harry Pauley. Standing: Don Crislip. Ted 
Riffe, Carl Frasure, Dick Bowman, P. F. Long, Robert Jacobson, A. L. Reed, Carl Gainer, 
C. H. Koontz, Don Mower, Ward M. Dawson, Sr., Mr. Yoke, T. G. Matney, and Herb Tchup- 
bach. 


Cass Train Report 

(From Paoe 1) 

er." is interested in buying the 
I railroad if the state decides a- 
I gainst making the purchase: 
i His reported offer is about 
$75,009 Ij 


| ONLY RAILROAD J 

f NOT MERGING J 

< *~*sof two ! 

} f*oi«Utive c'inuv Son- * 

I ■ -• . [**»irp ton ttor* and » 

♦ tjoloqafcs ditcut**d tho i 

$ pott ibi lity of Issuing pof . 
t e* on tho acanfc Mow*#- . 


The underground watert 
said to be about JX) ieet h 
is within the cavern near 
railroad. 
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THEY ntCN WORKIN- ON OE RAILROAD 
If WmI Virginia buy* th* railroad at Cat*, and thu* (ill* it* coffers with tourt«t 
oflar* Ihrtf man who mat on tha impaction trip two wank* ago. Thay arr. (»itting loft to 
j c Crvtckshank, Jim Com*tnrk, and Harry Paulay. Standing: Don Crislip. Tad 
Carl Fratura. Dick Bowman. P. F. Long. Robert Jacob«on, A. L. Read. Carl G.-inar, 
Koonti Don Mowar. Ward M. Dawton, Sr., Mr. Yok'a, T. G. Matney, and Hark :!. u p- 


Cass Train Report 

(From Pane 1) 

! er." is interested In buying the 
railroad if the state decides a- 
gainst making the purchase: 
His reported offer is about 
S75.00P 

Co-Chairman Hiitv R Paul- 

lay m Mchow/!' p.tftv* • Vi 1 
that tha Oovrrnmi'"' m • !• . 

! nnneo Commlttoo I .aterd n 

quorum to take formrl action 
Sunday. The total of four mein j 
ln»rs present was two short of 
the quorum required for the 10- j 
member committee to do bust- 1 
ness. 

Paulev said he was reason¬ 
ably certain, however, that the 
full committee would approve 
the decision to talk about the 
matter further with the Con¬ 
servation Commission. The 
other three members present 
were Sen. A L. Reed (R-Pres- 
tom. Del. Herbert Schupbach 
iD-Wetzel) and Del. Ward M. 
Dawson (R-Morgan). 

Will Meet Nov. 13 

The committee set Nov. 13 
for Its next meeting. More posi¬ 
tive action 1 is expected at that 
time. 

A note of urgency was In¬ 
jected in the meeting by a let- 


\ ONLY RAILROAD t 

j NOT MERGING 
l en of two ; 

1 l»ei»U*!va c'm ni-ttes Sun- J 
J’’’ • jesting iomtor* and * 

; uelegafes discuued the * 

1 possibility of issuing pass- J 
1 es on the scenic Mower 1 
J lumber Co. railroad. 1 

; Houw Spnalmr Horry R \ 

X Pauley (D - McDowalll com- 1 
i merited: 

1 "Thi* Is the only rail \ 
road I kotow ot that 1 . 
doesn't want to m • r g e t 
4 with another ono." \ • 

ter from Midwest Steel Corp.. 
which has indicated that it 
wants to remove the railroad 
i before the weather gets cold if 
I no sale is made. 

Committee members decided 
they don’t have the authority 
to take a proposed $5,000 option 
Ion the steel and rolling stock 
,cf the railroad. 

| Pauley said the powers of the 
committee could scarcely ex¬ 
tend beyond making a favorable 
recommendation to the next 
Legislature, which convenes in 
January. Meanwhile, he said 
he thought the Conservation 
Commission should look at the 
matter in relation to its total 
program and make a report to 
| the committee at its earliest 
opportunity. 

A long- petition signed by 
West Virginia University stu 
dents in support of the pro- 
posal was brought to the at ten- 
tlon of the committee. 

Story of fho Road 

Committee mom her* too**" 
inspection lour on the rsihwj 
Oct 22 Their power to »»udy 
the fpMtWlUy of «»**»"* 
purchase w»* granted St a re¬ 
cent * pedal *e»MJn. 

Tim railroad atari* at the 
town of Caa. and wind. 
Uatherbafk »" h u »» 1 h "‘ l 



tvfer's Speech 


■iwrrwly u I vee 
wty .self wadi 
to in tint State— 
o ( the State— 
■ dra» on them 
IcnU ir. our grad 


L Knur |t's talent that we | 
/ ssnt to |et and don't want • i 
r tone—lef t put our money there 

i _we can i)*in get warm Vv) 

k te* to stand up In a classroom 
1 and call the roll We shall vis 
I it each otter's campuses and 
t Scare about each other s prob- 
r tents tnd strengths first hind 
x I get taed of hotels—but never 
i of campuses We shall help each 

- other First we must sell, even 

■ more than we have, the values 
of higher education to the peo¬ 
ple and their leaders—make 

. absolutely clear iU indispcnsa 
’ sitity to the State, to the Ni- 
i lion and to youth In the second 
■ t half of the 20th century W* 
shall join in encouraging in j 
, creased corporate giving to 
higher education and in ndu- 1 
eating all our alumni to the 1 
fa< i that their own education 
j whether public or private, was 
, heavily subsidized Together wc 
have avenues of approach to 
foundittons corporations, Isgis- 
, latures, churches and individ 
| ualt and groups of all kinds 
. that wc may not have tepa-' 
. rately or alone 

i We shall endeavor to explode 

• the fallacies in the public mind 

- such as that tax-assisted insti- 
i tutions don't need private sup- 

■ port, that voluntary conlribu- 

• no«u to public institution? re- 
r dute contributions to other in- 
r iiilulions. that private inslilu- 

l lions can survive by just keep 
mg oe rawing tuition, that pri¬ 
vate institutions suffer unfair 
r competition from low fees in 
r tax assisted institution? All of 
a these are sheer nonsense Let's 
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The Latest Word on Cass £hoo Choo 

By I v»n N Hunter of the Cass line but told the tie in busmrss, at a friction Of 

Just about everybody in West committee that his department , U»c cost estimated b> Director 
i Virginia, and several other would be glad to operate the Lane. 

I states too. with a few notable scenic line if the legislature | Kven thr amoint ol coal re¬ 

exceptions. has fallen in love followed the committee s ap- q hi red to climb Bald Knob fig. 
wish thr Cass Railroad. This 1 proval and “give u- enough ured in the discussion Warden 

fact was brought out at the monev to run it or. ' Lane had earlier told the leg- 

largislative committee meeting Listing some of his object- | I'lators that his department «*• 
held in Charleston Sunday. No- tions lo the project the Censer limited that it would take ten 

vrmber 20 ’-alios Commissioner noted that tons of coal to make thr steep 

A petition bearing the names the town of Cass was almost ascent 
of 1500 Marshall College stu- maccessable to concenrated Railfan Rile challenged thg 
dents, along with numerous let tourist traffic He also stated tonnage figure and told iho , 
ters and wires was read to the that the cost of acquiring and members that it would only, 
six man group before they unan merating the scenic shay line take four tors lo climb l h e 

imouslv voted on co-chairman might prove prohibitive mountain and ’a half a ton to 

Harry Pauley's motion to recom Tel Rife, an employee of the ome down' 
mend the purchise radio-astronomy center at "We immese to Hold a pub- 

The motion instructed Con Green Bank and an ardent lie meeting somewhere m the 
servation Director Warden M poktsman for advocates seek- slate, as suggested by the West 
Lane, lo get in touch with the!,,. ? 0 preserve the last st^am ; Virginia Hillbilly to plan for 
owners of the railroad and roll mountain line in operation in action to present our reuse to 
mg stock and attempt to gel the eastern United State?. du*- the West Virginia Legislature 
a reasonable price quoted for puled some of the cost figures when it convenes in January'*,- 
; presentation to the full house nuoted earlier in the hearing the astronomy center .icenunlr 
membership when they convene by Director Lane nnt announced at the meeting. 

lit*-* forlhe 1961 ses - 

During the Sunday meeting ; ^ yean, and included_ 

D ^ another n,ill,rm U il egan"wrote humorously* 

of the long range plans for' B||t lhe fa , s Unc *,|l of THE nvil WAR 

tourist development i be sold for scrap unless some ( , , r humorous 

STS ^ n > — ”»»"• £•****?*£? 

cificallv mentioned the Seneca H>mg Gray Ilairv 

Rocks area and the Bluestone Deputing the need of uer written by Michael Egan of 
Gorge as projects whose de pensive lodge to house and feed Parke rsburg m HMM 
velopment should have higher tounsts Rife explained that the _ PARENTS LIVED 

priority than the Cass scenic state could purchase several TWAIN 5 PARENTS LIVED 
Railroad. old Pullman coaches and dining IN MASON COUNTY 

Lane expressed onlv mild en- cars and set them off on a tief The County 

; thusiasm for the development ing and the Cass Railroad would once lived m 


srir^'susj^ Person to Person 

and joint efforts in fund-rais- iCI JWlI H * 

ing. Wc hope to work more 

closely together increasingly in R.E Mathews of Weston will at the in vita 
the highly important field of receive Hillbilly for the next tv and radio 
adult education. 52 weeks wath the Christmas Manhattan^ 
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Time to Start Workin' on 


• ho will bo aecttstry to take care 





__j r> Trwif S u ao of vulton 

mfj *0 |Mit vast to bay That aotnobody is. first the 
gp 0gfc Qm jjQrmd and Governor of West Virginia He 
gim ■? to the doesn't like it because if he did 

0 of OM |^|jr «g| a cargo be would have said to the legis- 
f fuo-kmng lature. "Buy that little railroad 

I ; and let it be the first olive out 

ytKfv i tmmch - that doesn't of the tourist jar. Buv it. boys. 
01 H eg the ■a—filnri l .>nd let s give the people back 
el Cam to wort running a little something." The Cover* 
m lf ta d . to building nor has been made good father 
Urm ucamps that of the West* Virginians by a 


great mandate and he a serving 1 
by the divine nght of kings But \ 
he didn t say do it. and it wasn't , 
done One wonders why the gov- * 
ernor doesn't like the railroad, i 

The Senate of West Virginia i 
likes the railroad and put it in 
the budget so it could be bought. 
But the House didn't like the 
little raiiroad and they said, no, 
they wouldn't itemize it. The 
House and the Senate have to 
agree or the budget can't be sub¬ 
mitted and the legislature can’t 
adjourn until they get togeth¬ 
er. So there was a kind of com¬ 
prise. 

♦•Let’s put in enough money 

and if ihe Conservation Com¬ 
mission wants to buy it later, 
then they can buy it." That was 
nice on the surface, but it still 
means that there's somebody in 
power who doesn’t like the little 
railroad and that the state will 
never buy it. Or so this paper 
thinks. 

There is somebody who likes 
the little Cass railroad. This 






wmmm 


• who doesn't like thr little 
Irued and that the state will 
er hu y it Or so tAis paper 

>.<rr is >.«mebody who likes 
iiv.Ie Cass railroad. This 
<r for instance But this pap- 
'r : any judge because this 
er .* one man s opinion. So 
be discounted. But 
-v are others who like the 
r ra.iroad and that is just 
everybody in West Virgin- 
icept the strong man on the 
£<*: f the state Why they 
: like it. nobody knows. One 
it big n. will take 

much money and he talked 
it toilets on top of the hill 
about other things. This 
r back to him. get the 
oad first and then talk a- 
those things. Be sensible, 
he man got ruffled and the 
r got ruffled and nobody 
nywhere. 

w this paper predicts that 
e thing is left up to the 
that the railroad will be 
to those people in Marion, 
ma. who would like to have 
attract tourists. But that 
dn t happen and this paper 
crap till hell freezes over 


ih., «.tw 1 

ion or, iho Worldv H»W »4. H. ’-•* 

ond btnll hy S/lveV? -« **"<'«'' ‘ <*!«.»« u< ' 

.oiUoy. «*-*"*' 

t»o»i, wo-.* opened on Jory >• , in 

continuously since tl»ot nnie ' 

the *ir. i world wpr m*d three «» lhv 

Weather permitting. trehw •*>» *•«••’** ^ 
Station .-.very time «lw -Jock strike rt '*’' 0 £ £ M . 
nine in ihft morning sir.t.l six in the evs ! ^ 

in o f. M., D. S. f.l. When tratfic rlemnnr...* 
snutons ore for, on rhe <eflu)«.ly sei.«."doled rr^ 
nnd this <a»«n. th., vain, to got oh scncrMt- n 
eo.ly June on* We September Ham* net <* 

A M orid 2-.15 P. M. ; o>he«,av tropic <Kmo<xiv 


happen in our West Virginia hills? 



Kin on de Kanrudu 


id he n serving 
fit of kings But 
t. and it wasn't 
r* why the gov- 
* the railroad. 
West Virginia 
and put it in 
uld be bought 
idn't like the 
they said. no. 
■mire it The 
mate have to 
t can't bo sub- 
jislatur* can't 


Tf!£ 

MT. WASHINGTON. N.H. 

3T+ M/I.ES EMM TOP TO BOTTOM/ 



;et togcth- 
3d of com- 


71 money 

ton Com- 
it later. 
That was 
it It still 


:iv: •■h ry • f /our trip up Mou.i'f Wotvlvncj- 
\VorMv H".t "C'*i Pallwoy, irrv.-TiU-<i 
y *>j,lve«.t.-r <S litilMon. H. H T*« u 

mo y. tjlu.i »1hiVi lon<J y«YU'v «‘»f 
ported on July 3, HK*V oml luw ojvmoK-U 
y |IkiI lime ':*cvpl fo» •’/MO y'BJf in 

4 lfJ wnr oik! thrw mi lln* loti 


Nnlhi tkinomH. 






HE 




«)*»M hi* it. (voKxt) kn««t Onr 
•*! hif MfA un it will t.iVi- 
•m an«ch w a nt ) and he talked 
•kwrt lairti on top of thr hilt 
Mrf about other thing*. Thin 
j irer Mid hack to him. get the 
ra.Imad f.*r»s asd then talk a- 
l< ut thing* Be sensible 

Ityt th< nan got ruffled and the 
paper got ruffled and nobody 
got anywhere 

Kom this paper predicts that 
if tbr thing is left up to the 
state tlwr the railroad will be 
« Id • those people in Marion, 
> . a w»x> would like to have 

.: to a: , ract tourists. But that 
>iouldr. : happen and this paper 
will scrap till hell freezes over 
or until the last spike is taken 
op and sold to the Old Domin¬ 
ion. which apparently has more 
■n and leadership than 
the New Dominion. 

If enough of you West Vir- 
gnuans ure interested in buying 
flock to make this thing possi- 
b.e row ,s :he ume to say your 
p:ece Write this paper now as 
tc what extent you can or will 
go Write to us until we get a 
A organization to take over 


j. MoO#«» 

M • • 

1 ' ' 

wov <*ts Jo »y ,. p | ( n i '/»*» Y 

o-.olliutwidy tlKit ,t K . lo%i 

»«r. i world wrjr oi»<< 

W«,,,llv., pomdllirw.. '‘the hour 

!itriii«>n livery tiro,! • r |, c '"V & A , 

nine-n ilv. mornli’l ur.i'l ,unv:»n<K *** ' 

* P. M v O. t>. r.». When tr^fU. W .p» 

virion* ore run on *he ,e ^'* rc heduVe- rs 

ond ‘1,1, <au--.es. lb, «*« 11 

iZ'wZZ «*<* 


.from there, also watch for a big 
I meeting in the Civic Center or 
(somewhere soon. At this meet¬ 
ing we will have experts or. 
hand, we’ll have lawyers to tell 
how to organize stock compan¬ 
ies, and we’ll have a treasurer 
on hands to take money. 

Let’s prove to the world that 
West Virginia doesn’t have to 
go prowlng around Washington 
for commodities for its people 


I h°as^givenous 'in'good ^nic M- 


cash. Watch for further 

i from this paper. 

However, ft is P» ss;ble for ** 
state to do something. But .ms 
.paper thinks the chances ore 
molecular This PPP" lh '" kS lh * 
is a job 1'or the people, not the 
people who represent the 
people. 


to The Irish Is on Page 14, Bgoral 






Couldn't tomtlhing like this 


Hillbilly' 


Salute to The Irish Is 


If enough of you West ' 
gtnians are interested in buy 
stock to make this thing pn 
ble. now is the time to say y 
piece Write this paper now 
tc what extent you can or 
go Write to us until we g« 
good organization to take < 


I ’urlats. nnd let it be the firn olive on* the h,w^»-. ^aUro *' , anfJ Mil in 

niece's somebody that doesn't of the tourist jar Ruv it boy* n,„ .k L*° W couW bouaht 
.-.nt to put the unemployed and let's give the people back i Iittl-? ldnl l »ke the 

■•nple of Cass to work running a Little something." The Uov.-r iiJv « ^? d . * nd ' hc V “id. no 

| .at little raUroad, to building nor h« been made good father hIL^S ‘ x Th« 

ie large tourist camps that of the West. Virgimans bv a asreVJi^ u J ScrMtc «•* 

«»* a 8rcc or the budget can t be suh. 

U)yi» until the; g« togcui- 
cr So there was a kind of com¬ 
prise 

7*!’* put hi enotieh mrmev 

<i»-u if the Conservation Com¬ 
mission wants to buy tt later 
then thev can buy tt.” That was 
nice on the surface, but it still 
means that there’s somebody in 
power who doesn't like the little 
railroad and that the state will 
never buy it Or so this paper 
thinks 

There is somebody who likes 
the little Cass railroad This 
paper, for instance But this pap¬ 
er isn't any judge because this 
paper is one man s opinion So 
that can be discounted. But 
there are others who like the 
little railroad and that is just 
about everybody in West Virgin¬ 
ia except the strong man on thr 
budget of the state. Why thet 
don’t like it, nobody knows. On» 
ol the big men says it will tak* 
too much money and he talk* 
about toilets on top of the hi! 
and about other things. Thl 
paper said back to him, get th 
railroad first and then talk . 
bout those things. Be sensibl 
But the man got ruffled and ti 
paper got ruffled and notxx 
got anywhere. 

Now this paper predicts th 
if the thing is left up to ti 
state, that the railroad will 
sold to those people in Mane 
Virginia, who would like to ha 
it to attract tourists Rut th 
shouldn't happen and this pap 
will scrap till hell freezes o\ 
or until the last spike is tak 
up and sold to the Old Dorn 
ion, which apparently has m< 
gumption and leadership tl 
the New Dominion. 





Complete Text 

*, ^ **rr imUy la to iu t 
r . Ik# hmtbMf at the *t*S« of Weal 
% i mu-in -| owl » 

u pr' «r n« M»<r Lumbar Co. tr. 
c«t Dnt VkfWt »« on operating 
jynf- «* roiJToidinx and tumbennf— 
tan of the century rfyte— for the bane 
nt at the people oi the date and a* a 
wafer iournt attraction. And further, tc 
f w— that tlua tounat attraction would 
^4, fit <ywr> way from its own revenue 
Railroad* and especially logging 
raUraad*. hate far the past IS year* 
beer my primary hobby Through bust 
... . the military serv.ee. and vacation*. 
I Have urreied and seen moat of tbe 
MUrnting railroads in 49 of our 5C 
tutn Canada, and Mexico from the 
CockitiU and Zoca.eas to tbe White Pasi 
and Yukon. In nirng over the Mower 
railroad last October it occurred to me 
that fe« Railroad and none of the opera 
tmf touriat railroads came close to 
matching the Mower In spectacular 
Kf.wr/ Further the most scenic part of 
'hr lire ii within 6 miles of Cass 

It was because of this ride that 
the thought kept mulling over in my 
▼..id ‘hat this definitely would be the 
line to preserve as an operating leg¬ 
ging railroad to be promoted as a 
tourist attraction. R would be a natural 
for the State to include it id its Park 
System Thu whole concept of a railroad 
park t> not r.cu In I IK 7 the Kdarville 


of Russeli Baum's Cass 

i< the Silwrton Line running from Dur¬ 
ango to Slhreiton. Colorado. “Hiey are 
basked up In advance for ticket* and a 
ride over their 45 miles of track requires 
a four day wait oa the average. Today 
Durango i« a hocming tourist center 
Motel rates shot fr>m $2 50 eight years 
ago to $7 0© today for a single, and the 
u.iusual part is Mat Durange la 450 miles 
from the nearest city of over 5 000 
population and has to compete with such 
attractions as the Grand Canyon, Rocky 
Mountain National Park, and Yellow 
Hone for the long distance touriua. 

Another is tbe East Broad Top in 
Penna It started this August with a 
five mile trip through some pleasant 
farm land. It is presently bettering ex 
pectations and Mr. Wilburn, the opera- 
itng Vice President, expects to add to 
the line next year. 

Although these other railroads are 
operating quite successfully, they haw 
enly one basic attraction, that is a rail¬ 
road with an operating antique steam 
engine hauling poeple for an average of 
five miles over the track. The Mower 
l.<<mber Co Railrsad has far more to 
offer. 

To start w.th. it would bf the 
operation of a real railroad—most of the 
tourist lines are nuBt for the occasion 
and for the historian type person, there¬ 
fore lack interest. 

The Mower does not merely ga 


Railroad Plea 

tvmial to serve aa * tourist attrapuoa. 

The engines tfemselve* are very 
unique in the annals of Railroading Tn«y 
ate Shay geared *vean engine* comp In- 
with a real tB90 dimond stack There 
are two switchbacks on the line And l 
know of only two others left in the 
U. S. 

There is an added attraction of a 
mammoth cave only about 50 yards from 
the suggested termination of the line on 
the hill This cave has received innum¬ 
erable write-uns in certain magazines 
A cave in itself would attract numerous 
tourists, and the combination would 
make a very strong tourist attraction. 

Then ‘at Grcenhank. five mlies 
away is a large observatory that would 
help attract still mare people 

The Mower operation would re¬ 
quire the operation of only five 
of track and the purchase of sue miles. 
This would take he line through its 
finest scenery, and five miles is the ideal 
length for this sort of thing. 

Because the major investment it 
there, the cost wculd not be large and 
no more than scrip value for rail and 
engines. 

To summarize—none of the other 
railroads serve aqy other purpose than 
to memorialize s eam railroads, and non* 
have operating geared engines os in¬ 
teresting scenery With the Mower you 
have in addit on the large interot u 


K.R was born in Cape Cod District of 
Mas* with six mile of track around 
a Cranberry Bog. Today it is the moat 
successful of the tourists operation*. The 
passengers each year are in the hun¬ 
dreds of thousand*. 

Another toarist railroad It the 
Tweet we at Blowing Rock, N. C. near 
rijr C/nofcfeV hut fa a remote aoctlon of 
Af C / w» told that 1*M year they 


around u: a circle or over an unifitcr- 
c mr stretch of land. The other lines 
operating in the East can come nowhere 
near matching its scenery. You would 
hove the added interest of lumbering- 
turn of the century style —and lumbermj 
in itself has a grert appeal to many peo¬ 
ple Today In the United States the only 
railroad lo-gtn* by «» method o' 
rail to logging point and skidder car 


legging—the enzree to show old turn 
logging railroadirg at its best anJ t 
large undeveloped cave. 

However this is the last opportune 
ty to do something about it Units* it 
is stopped, the salvage company wan:* 
the tracks ripped up by time J 

sets in Building a new railroad woj.J 


roiumuve < 

The highways T'* Vz« 




"" • r*m~ t* 

*•«•* “ •** r, ‘* uU ' 
, f^f-KT. tie Ml kmk part ®< 
Hj. nw ai of Cm* 

» vai Kfim w Uu« rid* ih»t 
w (■, ( ^ MttUinc nrer m my 
Ml IlM MWtil} would be the 
Ibv m > i»wni m an operating log 
{l4 n xv4 l» be promoted »' a 
u ,—- utmUM It would bo a natural 
in it* Park 
r>. J •bale concept of a railroad 
part la Ml nr* In ISMT the Edarvillc 
»JL «• bora m Cape Cod District of 
• ah ui mile of track around 
a Cranberry Bog Today it is the most 
Mcmifal of the tourists operations. The 
p am mm each year are in the hun 
tSrrdi of thousands 

Another tourist railroad is the 
Tweotue a* Blowing Rock. N. C.. near 

^ e-r.-ifJT slTr- * remr+e wrtlon nr 

% < c »j> fold Ihat 1**« y»Jr t»>e> 

*130 000 net proift. This year they 
irr i M:njr $30 OOO In superfluous addi- 
.j-f. the purchase of a railroad 
^onxXitv from the White Pass and 
Vukon m Alaska They have a five mile 
..rr-e of trues. Another good example 


run land h H preMMIy believing •* 
IlMUm mu! Mr Wilburn ih« opata 
an* Vw* ProMdent, Mpevt* to add i<» 
ilw line *"«• year 

Although ll>M* other railroad* »r» 
operating quite IMVMtfully, they h*v» 
•nty one tunic attraction, that U a rail 
road with an operating antique (team 
crginv hauling poaple for an average of 
five mile* over the track The Mower 
t.-mber Co. Railroad ha* far more t> 
offer. 

To start with, it would be ‘he 
operation of a real railroad—most of the 
tourist line* arc built for the occasion 
and for the historian type person, there¬ 
fore lack interest. 

T.ie Mower docs not merely go 
around in a circle or over an ur.mter- 
e ir.s stretch of land. The other lines 
operating in the East can come nowhere 
near matching il» scenery. You would 
hove the added interest of lumbering- 
turn of the century style—and lumbering 
in itself has a great appeal to many peo¬ 
ple. Today in the United States the only 
roi’roart logins by the oM method o f 
mil to logging point and skidder car 
and cable is the Mower Lumber Co. It 
travels the highest point East of the 
Mississippi River of any railroad It 
has the best scenery East of the Rockiss. 
and is the only operational Railroad Em 
of\the Sierras that would have the ?o- 


**•* I* « i»r*» otMrvatory (hat v*«i4 
► •Ip *ttr»*-« »*iU wore people 

The Mower operation would re- 
noire the operation of only five nj,. M 
of track and the purchase of tu mile*. 

Thit would take the line through . * 
flne*t teencry and five mile* it the ideal 
length for thl* tort of thing. 

Because tne major investment i 
there, the cost would not be Urge and 
no more than scrap value for rail and 
engine*. 

To summarize—none of the oth:r 
railroads serve any other purpose thin 
to memorialize steam railroads, and naze 
have operating geared engines or a- 
ter.-s ir.a scenery With the Mower you 
have In addition the Urge interest in 
legging—the chcnce to show old time 
logging railroading at its best—and i 
large undeveloped cave. 

However this is the last opportuni¬ 
ty to do something about iL Unless it 
is stopped, the salvage company warns 
the tracks ripped up by time wider 
sets in. Building a new railroad would 
be prohibitive. 

The highways tor entering Cos* 
from East. North, and South are • f 
good making it readily accessible 

Trainfan B»um. » Pannsytvima 
businessman, made fW* sp ,ec ^ or * 
►Vie House of Deleq****- ° c ' - -- J 


(>k 


( cj (<fG 


Complete Text 


P Mv Diirposc here tod*)’ u 10 * u *‘ 

f , h e rea.sjhil.ly of the *t«tc «f Wert 

Virtinu* purchasing *nd operating « 
W( .„,rr.l of the Mower Lumbar Co In 
Cas* West Virginia a* an operating 
museum of railroading and lumb^ing - 
turn of the century atyle-for ih. bene¬ 
fit Of the people of the state and as a 
m.ilor tounst attraction And further, to 
show that this tourist attraction would 
pav its own way from its own revenue 
Hailroads, and especially logging 
railroads, have for the past 13 years 
been my primary hobby Through busi¬ 
ness. the military service, and vacations. 
I have larveled and seen most of the 
interesting railroads in 49 of our 50 
states. Canada, and Mexico from the 
Cookuila and Zocateas to the White Pass 
and Yukon. In riding over the Mower 
railroad last October tt occurred to me 


that few Railroad and none of the opera 
ting tourist railroads came close to 
matching the Mower in spectacular 
scenery. Further the most scenic part of 
the line is within 6 miles of Cass. 

It was because of this ride that 
the thought kept mulling over in my 
miml that this definitely would be the 
line to preserve as an operating log¬ 
ging railroad to be promoted as a 
tourist attraction. It would be a natural 
for the state to include it it) its Park 
System This whole concept of a railroad 
park is not new In 1947 the Edarville 
R.R. was bom in Cape Cod District of 
Maw. with six mile of track around 
a Cranberry Bog. Today it is the most 
lucreixful of the tourists operations The 
passenger* each year arc In the hun¬ 
dreds of thousand*. 

Another tourist railroad is the 
Twe«rtvi« at Blowing ltock, N. C.. near 
fne WfrtftiTM TrtJf !n a remote section of 
N C l was told that last year they 
made 1150 000 net proift. This year they 
ir* adding 930.000 in superfluous addi- 
tp>n« torh aa the purchase of a railroad 
locomotive from the White Pms and 
Yukon in Alaska They have a five mile 
ciftie of track Another good example 


of Russell Baum's Cass Rail, oa , 

booked up in advance for tlrv-t, , nil » Th * en 

ride over their 45 miles of u-.ck require* “"'"S *“ 
a four day wait on the average. Today ! y **" 
Durange .5 a booming tourist center 
Hotel rates shot from $2 50 eight y„ r * k no w V*'’ 
ago to $7 00 today for a single, and the it s ' >a 
u.iusual pari is that Durange Is 450 miles 
from the nearest city of over 5 000 Ther * 

population and has to compete with such *? srnmolh « 
attractions as the Grand Canyon. Itocky ^“.**** l< 
Mountain National Park, and Yellow- * ^ TV 
stone for the long distance tourists. erabl * wri- 

Another is the East Broad Top in founds \ 
Penna It started this August with a make 
five mile trip through some pleasant * ' 

farm land. It is presently bettering ex- . Th * 
pectations and Mr. Wilburn, the opera iS a 

itng Vice President, expects to add to * P atlr; 
the line next year. Th 

quire th< 

Although these othar railroads are 0 f t , acSc 
operating quite successfully, they have This ‘ w0 , 
er.ly one basic attraction, that is a rail- fmest sct 
road with an operating antique steam lenglh ft 
engine hauling poeple for an average of 
five miles over the track. The Mower , ' 

lumber Co. Railroad has far more to l ,ere - 1 
offer. no mor< 


To start with, it would be the 
operation of a real railroad—most of the 
tourist lines are built for the occasion 
and for the historian type person, there¬ 
fore lack interest. 

The Mower does not merely go 
around in a circle or over an unimer- 
e 'mg stretch of land The other lines 
operating in the East can come nowhere 
near matching its scenery. You would 
have the added interest of lumbering— 
turn of the century style — and lumbering 
in Itself has :• greet appeal to many peo¬ 
ple. Today In the United state's the only 
railroad logging hr the method o' 

rail to logging point and sktdder car 
and cable is the Mower Lumber Co. U 
travels the highest point East of the 
Mississippi River of any railroad It 
has the best scenery East of thb Rockies, 
and is the only operational Railroad East 
ofSthe Sierras that wvuld have the ?«»- 


be prohibit! 

The 
from East, 
good maki 

Trai 


busioessm* 
me House 


l 


of Russeli Baum's Cass 

, t f,r Silvvrton Line running Prom Dur 
Silvenon. Colorado. They are 
*, tirti up m advance for tick.** and a 
f V«e >>»rr their 45 mile* or track requires 
j four da\ wait on the average. Today 
P,rjn^ is a dooming tourwt center 
r ,Toi .hot from *2 50 eight years 
4 fo to *7.00 today for a single, and the 
u ius uai p-ri tt t.iat Durango is 450 miles 
ttom the nearest city of over 5.000 
population and has to compete with such 
f-tr.ittoJU a> the Grand Canyon. Itorky 
a»d Yellow- 

tor.e for the long distance tourists 

Another i* the East Broad Top in 
V-.-i It started this August with a 
t»e mile trip through some pleasant 
*rm land. It is presently bettering ex¬ 
ecrations and Mr. Wilburn, the opera 
n N ice President, expects to add to 
t« ,;r.e next year. 

Although these other railroads are 
wrat.ng quite successfully, they have 
•;> one basic attraction, that is a rail- 
ad with an operating antique steam 
gut* hau'-ng pocple for an 
. r- ov^r the track. The Mower 

■ m Vr Co Railroad has far more to 


To start with, it would be the 
rri’.^n of a real railroad—most of the 
emt ’are* are built for the occasion 
.d for the historian type person, there- 
r» tack interest 

Tae Mwer does not merely go 
mirji sa a cirtie or over an uiunier- 

tg % :t\cr% of land The other lines 

p«nte| m the Rest can come nowhere 
*4 us scenery You would 
•dded interest of lumbering — 
_century style—and lumbering 

m — Wes * «*••» • ypaol Vo many poo- 
m I I |T tf| united Matat Um only 

^■nil *"•!*** W IV WM maltwt «' 

rgti 10 legfinf point and ikidder car 
itg caMe is U* Mower Lumber Co It 
the hi^fest point Baet of the 
MueissspfM R.**r of any railroad It 
h«t the heal acewrry Real ed the Rockiei. 

a the sol; <#rr**aA*i tU.lf wd Raft 
ei - f K » sw/Tit that evuld have the J>> 


Railroad Plea 

tenllnl to serve us a tourist attraction. 

The engines themselves are very 
unique in the annaU of Railroading They 
arc Shay geared steam engines complete 
with a real 1890 dimond stack. There 
are two switchbacks on the line And t 
know of only two others left in the 
U. S. 


There Is an added attraction of a 
mammoth cave only about 50 yards from 
the suggested termination of the line on 
the hill. This cave has received innum¬ 
erable \vrlte-UDS_ in certain magazines 
A crave in itself would attract numerous 
tourtrtc, and the combination would 
make a very strong tourist attraction. 

Then ‘at Grcenbank. five miles 
away is a large observatory that would 
help attract stlU more people. 

The Mower operation would re¬ 
quire the operation of only five mile* 
of track and the purchase of six miles. 
This would take l he line through :U 
finest scenery, and five miles Is the ideal 
length for this sort of thing. 

Because the major investment is 
there, the cost would not be large and 
no more than scrap value for rail and 


engines. 

To summarize—none of the other 
railroads serve any other purpose than 
to memorialize sleain railroads, and none 
have eperating geared engines or in¬ 
teresting scenery. With the Mower you 
have in addition the largo interest i:i 
legging—the chance to show old tint* 
logging railroading at its best— and a 


large undeveloped cave. 

However this is the last opportuni¬ 
ty to do something about it. Unless it 
tv Stopped. the salvage company wants 
truck, r.pp.-i ..p bv tune 
Htt m. Building « »-* reilro.«l w. • 

The highways for enterim- Caa 
from East. North, and South are very 
good making It readily accessible 

Tr.inlan Baum. . P.nntylv.nia 
b^nnimm. mad* »P*~h 

tna House •» Dele**'"- Oct. 4. ^ A 


/, / 


FAOI THlRtMN 


OCTOBEB t*. >*«0 



To Buy or Not To Buy a Mountain Railroad 

__ . ■■■ ruiMA infOMOTlVE. TM* LAfT OF tT* KINO. 


E BEHIND A SMOKE BELCHINO LOCOMOTIVE. THE LAST OF ITS KINO. 
r«s BUYING THE RAILROAO AS BAIT FOR TOURISTS. WHO HAVE FONO MEMORIES OF STEAM 


i And there si 
• nvaa mw I 


kl 


Dirk Wi «*« load* of •<«•! along Iterant ibades of Moe 1 a each 

'' “» "AS,KivTU w 

. • i it,.* on.»nii,« *!«.*/ Or *nd It track will be Uk* cer- t chsrtntng aisd C*\<r.e4 wife. I 

s.rara PkJlip Neavli’ wurr!**' a>» u.n »l Ibe .«• <*“■» V* ^ th^lMriSstarl 

, f.-eder -rd I i.ljk* bandt with a «ut> whom «h* JapiM-e ».*» Tkey. 'h* problem* of the.^ma.ar* 
. !«cn!«cr wium 1 lute keanl the lap*. r»-»d* well ov * r '**“ '* • 11 * ' " 1 m * 

/reach about but bad caver i bit pra*e and get d®»n o 


dig if he U elected. She 

... ... „8ML ha that there have been mati7 

at the edge of It to that problem* but all tire beea 


** **?« if,** , . , , , j when lhabsg knife came down solved and taken care of. an-i 

Mr K.'tij hunx-.f who u Strangely enough I learned u ^ IB after ithlt one win. Mrs. Edgar is a 

landiag j B^ froet of tka ptora | abasrt Rev. Newell. Presby i e r- [ h|< ^ (rrd h , J(1 n -, ltke tMa | learned and welkresd woman 


an t tax, p^iar at Greennonk when „ j. rd 0 ; d rteara too. 
• her.. Sena | went , 0 V-a York that time ,,- rtir.e II 

check the Big C ity for its |Hll] up ju tracic #nd haul it to 
bottom of the hill aid 

.1 go to breakfad. the down that 


if alter a while Ipoverty and depressed ..... . 

Reel coT.ei in people following the dressing-: , “.. -- v.. 

o breakfast, the down that the Saturday Eve- S 

open «n<f bust- nmi? Post civ* West Virginia k ° *°* Un «*. or 

(m* At one booth ire Mr. and jone of the fecial workers there cnarae the Stato order* a 

Vr- K.xintr and »■ i not her, t aid ifle about GrecitborJc’s ‘ tj y of 
• lie.egaia J. C. Cruikshanks. Rev Newell And oilier* had 
Speaker Pauley cone* in. told me abort him. how he Is 
known as I he Hotroddinjj Cir¬ 
cuit Rider In a Jaguar. He 
I there and so was his J»S 
'° And so were his wife and chil- 
™t]dren i have never met a more 


Ik* and Taict 

whal Bill Sperry introduce* n 

seer j stranger, a folios by ... -wii 

i of T..tnr »f Gamblll. wlo is a tax jdciighifuf VaiiiTly' 
ih^t lawytr, and who stops ■' BBt'« I 


Train With Smoko 
road and 


. RRHH „ c w „ We pa-i 
wa* 6 "his JogiTn’r «>'•»**« t»ot» a warning A car 
■ • ■ slop* and disgorgii Its paasen- 
gers because a train with smoko 
i» somolhinR in sec. A little 
girl waves and l remind my 


> . place when pas-i.v through A ” d ,hc, ' e ,vf J^ n, ^ r ‘ ,tl ' rr sell o read some ol good old 

' 'i' 1 ',, *“ rt "l Wes! Virginia J 01, Tom Wolfe and I promise.my 


self 1 will Upward we go and 
it gets colder and I hear 
Cruiduhanks *ay that "Poor 
old Comstock H going lo freere 
to death" and 1 look about me 
-nd -co that all the ro»t have 
.ntelllgctitly anticipated tab 
kind of weather and are dress¬ 
ed la fitting garb And Dxk 
Bowman has evidently antici¬ 
pated my dumbness and has 

■ church 

L JjJlJjJ* ar.d which shroud* me liko a 


and her knowledge of things 
in general is rather tremen¬ 
dous and her interest in pro- 
re oUng tourism for West Vir¬ 
ginia in general and her own 
Pocahontas in particular is al¬ 
most a passion with her. And 
Peral Buck is indeed a pas¬ 
sion. 

Her falhcr-ln-law. Tom’s fa¬ 
ther. ol course, owns the old 
Pearl Sydcnstricker 3uck home 
al Hillsboro. Pearl Puck comes 
often to visit the place and 
in thl* way haa become some¬ 
thing of a member of the 
Edgar family and they lava 
hor. Or Mrs Tom Edgar does. 
"She is the mast gracious 
woman 1 ever knew", she told 
me. "She ia kind and consider¬ 
ate, and devoid of all pretence. 
You would think she would 
have the nghl to pot on’ just 
a little, but site doeanl. And 
the has no use for people 
who pretend to be something 
that they aren’t '. 


. .... T.-II him that jlcry ' “savs I imUnce Tom ,s run ' :i ni! f°' 
ce,. Bill and Gjinbil) haltingly tells I Housc of Delegates Democrat) 
util* whal hr had been tclllr.g Bill, j from Powhcr.tas. He :s Ihr 
tomething about how Pres idem ‘i haIf Tar -' lhal Ptarl 
Eisenhower evades laces by I dcscril,cs her chapter on 
renting hit Cellvsburg farm | 0 Hillsboro iher birthplace) m 
George Alltr. and Oirt Mjrchi-'J ’" M - v V “ ,n >' World s Tom Edgar 
'»• son or somebody More ol il ii| Iett his ‘other half h;i two 
f '*»* rlear to me. or oven it tores’.ng llo8 s - Europe. There s a 
dire bul the fellow gc<t o talking ' I ‘- or T there, which I haven’t 
f to snout bow big shots plav up lo Uro »•* «»“• for now. Ul it „ itpd dlimh . 

lh* Prrudenl and tie’ starU i* u,,tce t0 M > ltal he w *s ar. bra UE hl lion* an «-*ira nark. 

a- su: aSfKfKT 

rW*- S 5 iPMmrs; "Sgagsrj-, 'X; ascgzjsig 

1 ' One icve.vr.1 a kook and ,e » off «'«n above the kne-s f * fWNr In h*r Iwlc. fo It t» 

,V r 1 J <I>A I il-inl wanly o»| Vc * there’s a story there be J o‘n Kulorar. comes up to »l- Torrr. ktows what she m.exnt. 
* pixn. ' cause the officer completes! hu fve ““l 1 »y. ’TUI me m.jH« know* whal hippeaed to 

a dinner ^ plan*, gave »ne orders jr con “J»hR“ and John IUU me in bun. He isn’t a b*by. As a 

__w_n»«nkower spoke rfrtl(iB l:ein and c< , ;le g , and go««l This is ace of the mailer of fact he Is all man. 

oads Railroad grace* He understand* more than peo- 
n percenuge*. A r*e pie think and he bear* no 

. • . • j lhwk b u pretty 


Character of Paorl Buck 


re ih* Z. Tjr., T^'iMetion with tiem and e-lled a iad f»*«l This l* oi 
hat would ttv-1 in ' 1 n>:1 hims,if »*>»<*•«« ’'"P :*i roads Railrc 

yU a *al**rauM mU> a Jeep and ,ak^,, a * a,f ,0 Jr * ,,M W P W * OU * L - --- 

a for if sav h?t u *-M 1 ,)><? ***• hospital. Tom. Edgar >'■ «»«* bsch per hundred feet grudge*. 1 l 
lle u.d *» raleed a min. » ore percent, for Instanre igreal". 

, UI J l »e p>*!tl was I Vow rr—— u-i- iu. . -. A , it 







the undertone* of 
and green of (till 
«. and created with- 
image of bespangled 
i dancing in an au- 
!etg I ghts What a 
a underlain! this all 
ive m th: autumn 


eve! below, vhore the 
'ft come so early, and 
Creon ding* for a few 
recious m rules before 


row he wanted desperately lo 
get back lo the simple ways 
again. “The President could 
quote but two lines from Ihe 
poem. That's all he knew. 

This fellow who was trying lo 
make Eisenhower didn’t say a 
word Soon as the dinner was 
over, he got.lo a phone and 
started calling book stores In 
New York. He recited the 
quotation to each of them and 
offered a ridiculous price to 
Ihe man who could find it 
first One was found after a 
short time anc the man char¬ 
tered a private plane to fly 
the bock to Washington and 
w.thin a short time after the 
dinner was able to say lo the 
President. “Oh by the way. I 
just happen to have with me 
the book that has that Foern In 
it that you waited .. ." 


tv-man, and Larry Fellurc 
(spelling ugh!) who Is a Uni¬ 
versity ♦( Virginia student and 
railfan I met Robert Jacobson, 
who is running for Prosecuting 
Attorney, ar.d who became a 
subscriber. And I met Dr. Carl 
Frazier si WVU. 

The train is ready to go into 
the mountains and give Ihe 
legislators and all others who 
wish to take the trip a prevuc 
of what kind of ride a tourist i 
ean be taken If it isn't too 
crass to speak of taking toorisls 
for a ride There is a caboose, 
or personnel car for the weak 
and an open-air. side-ratilngod 
log car for the sturdy We alt 
go open-air for the first shank 


roads are 
and a half to two 
few roads, but 
Liners, are five or six 


oie Is nine percent Just think 
o' that, nine percent". 

I don't notice the climb up¬ 
ward because it is gradual. I 
do notice that the autumn 
splendor is to be sgen on all 
sides and back behind us Is a 
vsllcy with a backdrop of hills. 
Now we come to a switch-back 
and Russell Baum, who started 
the whole thing, as you -will 
remember if you have read the 
past two papers, rushes 01 U> 
till me something. 


is pretty 

Amt I think she is pretty 
great too. 

We have chugged up grades 
and through autumnal foliage 
that looks like polychromatic 
needle paint work at times, and 
colorful and downy gossamer 
at others, depending upon how 
the sun shines or how the 
shadows fall. Wo ome to a 
farm where cattle ind sheep 
graie and t am told that there 
is a cavo near her;, a cave 
with a subterranean waterfall 
higher than Ihe mghty Nia¬ 
gara. ’ Will we sec it” I ask 


From the very start the ride 
is skyward. In a minute or so 
we are past the old Mower 
mill that has sawed its hit lop 
and we pass up the old rail¬ 
road bidder that has also 
yanked its last log from the 
hills beyond, but that is no 
doubt good because there was 
no greater rape of the woods 


‘There is only one other 
switch-back in the United 
Slates, This has to switch to 
c'Jmb the hill”. What he means 
is being demonstrated. The en¬ 
gine pull ahead and stops, the 
track is switched, and now it 
i< nulling instead of pushing 
And this Isn’t so good at all 
because ihe wind is against us 
and all the minute, and not 
si minute cinders from the 
smokesurk descend upon us 
like dirty snow an*! we all ieek 
b-ad coverage, using ray pirka 
hood, and others using handker¬ 
chiefs or whatever they can 
fnd. The upward go U now 
wry distinctly up and the beats- 
lv at Me -ides it almost pain- 
u to look at. Behind us Use 
tuckdrop of the mountains is 
a are distinct and I notice dii- 


gara. ’ Will we see it” I ask 
ar.d am told that It will have 
to wait another lime We turn 
« bend on the level, make a 
curve on the slant, (hen head 
for higher ground Another stop 
and a start and the second of 
the two switch-backs has been 
met and takon. It is colder and 
the air is stronger, like a wine, 
and I wish there were more 
along to drink it al in with 
me, and share It. asd to toss 
the dregs of contentment hack 
to grow and muliply for 
others I now see what it wouUl 


up the -idc of a Wert Virginia 
mountain, by foot or rail anu 
I think how lucky tie state * 
that Russell Baum came to u» 
before the tracks *ere taken 
up and alerted us sleepy people 
There u more beauty DMat) 
of white Jutting rocki :rom the 


a deep red here. D.tk 
. brings It at a 

urn to Fag* H> 
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To Buy or Not To Buy a 


CERTAIN WEST VIRGINIANS OF GOODWILL TAKE A RIDE BEHIND A SMOKE 
TO LOOK INTO THE FEASIBILITY OF THE STATE'S BUYING THE RAILROAC 


One barometer of aging I 
thank i> a propensity to associate 
a contemporary act with a half- 
rememN r»*«1 *une or the half 
forgotten words of an old song. 
La>* S. *anlav there kept com- 
ir. - to my mind s ear bits of an 
mo that 1 used to listen 
t \ but was never brave enough 
to participate in. about life 
be:ng like a "mountain rail- 
rad with an engineer that was 
brave" and admonished me and 
t*.* rest of the congregation to 
•‘make the run successful from 
the cradle to the grave”. 


rnr.temporary associ- 
a real Mountain Rail- 
which I felt was ap- 
a premature grave 
rk being done in the 
Cheat above Ca$s in 
it County was done 
rji k and locomotive. 


I had 
lewhat 
iginocr 
bit of 


but concentrating quite lecher- ition. And there a 
ously upon a herd of young | Bowman, whom 1 
heifers in a field, who exaspera- Frank Callendar 
tingly pay him no mind at all Bank observato 
but graze on with the hard-to- Phillip Newell", 
get nonochalance of the gender, and l shake hai 

The first man I meet a t scnber *’ hom v 
Bill Sperry’s El Poco. the ap- much aboul ' 
pointed place in Marlinton, is met * 

Mr. Koontz himself who is Strangely er 
standing in front of the place about Rev. 
and wondering why it isn’t' ian pastor at C 
open. He tells me where Sena- \ went to Nev 
tor Carl Gainer is in the motel, to check the 
I go there and after a while poverty and d 
Senator Arch Reed comes in people follow 
and we all go to breakfast, the down that tl 
place now being open and bust- ning Post ga 
ling. At one booth are Mr. and One of the sc 
Mrs. Koontz and at another totd nle a 1 
•s Delegate J. C. Cruikshanks. Rev Newell 
Speaker Pauley comes in. told me abo 

known as tl 
cuit Rider x 
there and ! 

Bill Sperry introduces me to And so wei 
a stranger, a fellow by the dren l hav 
name of GambiU. who is a tax delightful 
lawyer, and who stops at Bills ^ n( j 
place when passing through * w sUl 
part of West Virginia ^ - 
him that story . says 
id GambiU haltingly tells 
he had been telling Bill, 


Ike and Taxes 
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House of 
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“make the run successful from 
the cradle to the grave”. 

The "contemporary" associ¬ 
ation was a real Mountain Rail¬ 
road. one which I felt was ap¬ 
proaching a premature grave 
i,s its work being done In the 
woods of ('boat above t’aSs in 
j\., ahonta 1 otinly " as done 
Hid | track and locomotive 
was being sold for scrap. I had 
fortunately. and somewhat 
miraculously, been the engineer 
that was brave in a bit of 
legislative maneuvering that 
brought the depredation to a 
standstill until a delegation of 
legislators could look into the 
matter of preserving this ves¬ 
tige of steam for a possbile 
tourist attraction. 

Meet In Marlinton 

The day of looking into the 
matter was Saturday at Cass 
and I was invited by Legislative 
Auditor Clarence H. Koontz to 
be at the point of assemble 
at Marlinton at nine o’clock. 
I left Richuood early so that I 
c >uld drive slowly over Kenni- 
*on mountain and absorb the 
autumn beauty for which this 
drive is famous There are 
drive* more beautiful in the 
w ir.'d, I oppose, hut I have 
frver seen them The day was 
eaart.’y r.ght as to weather and 
tempe ra* urc At 7 55 1 started 
the Pocahontas side of 
*rr*r,uon and stopped here and 
to look at it all 
Cany morning vapor was rising 
thr.tre wings 
* **• lull! and the sun was 
through strong enough 
**fty enough to turn the 
M tr.sjbe the crystals 
ilMo t sr<|u.u 
ivpo of th«r« that 
,k# bright and 
rfwtw and 
IW not to 

* ‘be ssarflooM of 
froon «f *ui 



1 go thorp and after a while poverty and < 
Senator Arch Reed comes in people follov 
and wc all go to breakfast, the 1 down that t 
place now being open and bust- rung Rost gj 
ling. At one booth are Mr and One of the s* 
Mrs Koontz and at another 1 told, nte a 
is Delegate J. C. Crutkshanks. Rev. Newel 
Speaker Paulfey comes in. I told me ab- 
1 known as \ 

Ike and Taxes ' cult Rider 

there and 

Bill Sperry introduces me to And so we 
a stranger, a fellow by the ci re n. I ha> 
name of Gambill, who is a tax delightful 
| lawyer, and who stops at Bill’s . . . 

place when passing through 
I that part of West Virginia. £ ™ 

Tell him that story”, says i 
I Bill and Gambill haltingly tells 
what he had been telling Bill, f r0T Jl 
something about how President .. ‘ 

Eisenhower evades taxes by . 

renting his Gettysburg farm to , M 
George Allen and Clint Murchi-\ . y * 
son or somebody. None of it is 
clear to me, or even interesting, 
but the fellow gets to talking * l ° ry 
about how big shots play up to 
the President and he starts * 
talking about this fellow who 0 
gets invited to the White House 
and how he works the deals 
that keeps him on the invite fjl 

list. One involved a book, and 
is a story, I think, worthy of 

the prints. , 

K plans, g 

At a dinner Eisenhower spoke nection 
of a poem that he hadn’t read driver s 
in years, but would give a farm into a ] 
—or maybe a golf course — the bas 
in Georgia for if anybody could 1S in de* 
locate it. He said the poem was 
about a boy on the farm, who , 

become a wealthy man. but And 
now he wanted desperately to tv-man, 
get back to the simple ways ,$pellm| 
again. ‘The President could versity 
quote but two line* from the railfan. 
po«m That’* all he knew. who is 
This fellow who was trying to Attorne 
n *kr P;w*nho*er didn’t say a suhscrib 
•ord Soon as the dinner was Frasier 
over he got to a phone and u 

tarttfd catling book stores in 
New York He recited the L rfla i,t 0( 






Krnnison and stopped nrrr nna 
Ihrn* just to look at it all 
Karlv morning vapor was rising 
froni the prone theatre wings 
of the hills and the sun was 
coming through strong enough. 

■ turn tin* 

dru or maybe the crystals, 
of the frost, into a sequin 
spangled type of thing that 
spark>d on the bright and 
reds and oranges and 
yellow v of the leaves, not to 
gpMlr of the undertones of 
brown limbs and green of still 
green lev • es. and created with¬ 
in me the image of bespangled 
gypsy £ir> dancing in an au¬ 
rora Kloig lights What a 
wonderland this all 
ft* th 4 •? ve in the autumn 

ci*r Kcnntson. 

Th*. b . r.y of it parades and 
extends on down the countour 
cf the hill and hills to the 
green level below, whore the 
OMI hasn’t come so early, and 1 
where green dings for a few 
•ore precious minutes before 
the fatal costume, 
at*hough colorful and 
gay b ftiU the danse macabre 
<ti fttSure tha last fling before 
•fid r iA Winter holds all 
IP tkfi I fc>w become potetic. 

Mhjjt mlny jtrtn me back. I 

? and aw n e dangerously 

IT !• MWld ktMUM a totimr but! 


locate it. He said the poem was 
about a boy on the farm, who j 
hated it, and then grew up to Won< 

become a wealthy man. but And 1 r 
now he wanted desperately to tv-man. a? 
get back to the simple ways (spelling, i 
again. "The President could j versity of 
quote but two lines from the | railfan. I i 
poem. That’s all he knew. Swho is rur 

This fellow who was trying to j Attorney, 
make Eisenhower didn’t say a 1 subscriber, 
word. Soon as the dinner was Frazier of 
over, he got. to a phone and T be ^ ra j 
started calling book stores in 
New York. He recited the legislators 
quotation to each of them and wish t0 ta 
offered a ridiculous price to * h t k 
the man who could find it : can be u 
first. One was found after a crass tQ 
short time and the man char- ioT a ride 
tered a private plane to fly or per50m 
the book to Washington and 
within a short time after the 
dinner was able to say to the 
President, "Oh, by the way, I 
just happen to have with me 
the book that has that poem in 
it that you wanted . . 

Last Train from Cass 

There’s no sense in taking 
all the cars, so we double up 
and it isn’t long until we are 
at Cass. There is a crowd about 
the old steam locomotive which 
is belching out smfeke in 
proper salutation I <ec famt- 


log car fo 
go open-ai 
of the joi 

From th 
is skywarc 
we are p 
mill that 1 
and we p 
road ski. 
. yanked it 
hills bevc 
doubt gooi 
Jno greatci 
♦hen that 



>ne* too There I*. first al- m 11 could 
► avs when a steam engine is of a now d 
. h*»d u thmat puffing John KtlbWAn. t h e the world 

* **nng »« h«» Usv/ lA man. who ha* brwn row 

e -• « * i J «» t'ojog la bat for the tram » museum a 

f ittg mm Urn (Uses lion o%«r lui U * • 




i mountasn Railroad 


i belching locomotive, the last of its kind, 

) AS BAIT FOR TOURISTS, WHO HAVE FOND MEMORIES OF STEAM 

t 


oo loads of stool along 
and Pr the trai k and l am Jolted into 
• of how this train 
k \frrt Dr and its track will be like cer- 
vos of Cuam 

It j '..t> whom the Japanese slew. They, 

y.t\r the Japs, made each man dig 

: had never h:$ grave and get down on his 

knees at the edge of it, so that 
~ t uknife came down 
f I*. tie could be kicked in after 

u *. ‘ his severed head It*s like this 

r for the kind old steam loco- 

numve we arc riding. It will 
l t ' , pull up its track and haul it to 

ihr imiiinr the bottom of the hill and 

when the job is done it too 
w \ r j 4 • 8° * or scrap. Unless, of 

course, the State orders a 
stay of execution. 

Train With Smoke 

^ W# pa<i s road and the 

.*. . .. • tit toots b *iratag A u 

, t l and dtigorges its passen-! 

a breau** a train with smoke 

If something to ice. A little 

Ctrl tttti and ! remind my- 1 
***** nr if to read acme of good old 

r T«m Wolfe and I promise . my-1 
•** nrd | util Upward we go and 
m rnu colder and 1 hear 

SwlVrt aey that Poor 

“• |t dMdr and I loot about me 

IP®? * Mrf am iig| all the reel bare 
our Umr**2f aeSHipefted tbu 
ami of a«iSWt and tee disaa 
o« t (sib Aad Dki 

b*>e w«m Ui nilsetlf auSfart 
)«ial n« Oummnm aad boa 
*jim ao ratr a paste 
LA# Oaa ti«rt ha g^«e» me 



ferent shades of blue in each 
receding peak. 

1 talk with Tom Edgar's wife, 
r. charming and devoted wife. [ 
ask her how he will negotiate 
the problems of the legislature 
if he is elected. She tells me 
that there have been many 
problems but all have been 
solved and taken care of, and 
this one will. Mrs. Edgar is a 
learned and well-read woman 
and her knowledge of things 
in general is rather tremen¬ 
dous and her interest in pro¬ 
moting tourism for West Vir¬ 
ginia in general and her own 
Pocahontas in particular is al¬ 
most a passion with her. And 
Peral Buck is indeed a pas¬ 
sion. 

Her father-in-law. Tom’s fa¬ 
ther, of course, owns the old 
Pearl Sydenstricker Buck home 
at Hillsboro. Pearl Buck comes 
often to visit the place and 
in this way has become some¬ 
thing of a member of the 
Edgar family and they love 
her. Or Mrs. Tom Edgar does. 

She is the most gracious 
a oman 1 ever knew *, she told 
me “She Is kind and consider¬ 
ate. and devoid of all pretence. 
You would think she would 
tu%* the right to put on ‘ Just 
a little but she doesn't. And 
•be hat no use for people 
wbo pretend to be something 
Ibel they aren't • 

Clmeeete# el boeb 

I kNi< rt* To* u*k 







there 

■ had 


iiiurso. the State 
slay of execution. 


orders a 


Train With Smok# 

pass a road and the 


>*ht>tio toots a warning. A car 
tops and disgorges Its passon- 


: , l>< > .III .1 1 1 .nil \\ nil smoke 
u something to sec. A little 
irI waves and I remind my- 
, if to road some of good old 
rom Wolfe and I promise, my- 
x. if I will Upward we go and 
• get* colder and I hear 
Cruukshanks say that “Poor 
old t'om stock is going to freeze 
to death” and 1 look about me 
..ml see that all the rest have 
intelligently anticipated this 
^ md of w eather and are dress* 
ed in fitting garb. And Dick 
Bowman has evidently antici¬ 
pated my dumbness and has 
brought along an extra parka* 
like thing which he gives me 
and w'hich shrouds me like a 
mummy’s bandage and I never 
Nad ft *o good. 

Jvt.n KiJJoran comes up to 
rre and 1 say. “Fill me in. 
J hr. ar.d John fills me in 
and good. “This is one of the 
rrrp railroads Railroad grades 
are told in percentages. A rise 
at or.* inch per hundred feet 
.t or# percent, for instance. 

in Une roads are 
1 a half to two 


Ma 


ads. but 


Ju» 


■ r * t’ 



Ur* Ik* climb up 
m H U gradual I 
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most a passion with her. And 
Peral Buck Is indeed a pas¬ 
sion. 

Her father-in-law, Tom’s fa¬ 
ther, of course, owns the old 
Pearl Sydcnstrickcr Buck home 
at Hillsboro. Pearl Buck comes 
often to visit the place and 
in this way has become some¬ 
thing of a member of the 
Edgar family and they love 
her. Or Mrs. Tom Edgar does. 
“She is the most gracious 

woman 1 ever knew”, she told 
me. “She is kind and consider¬ 
ate, and devoid of all pretence. 
You would think she would 
have the right to ‘put on' just 
a little, but she doesn’t. And 
she has no use for people 
who pretend to be something 
that they aren’t”. 


Character of Pearl Buck 


I had heard that Tom took 
offense at Pearl Buck’s re¬ 
ferring to him as “half man” 

I in her book. “Nothing to it at 
i all. Tom knows what she meant. 
He knows what happened to 
i him. He isn’t a baby. As a 
matter of fact he is all man. 
He understands more than peo¬ 
ple think and he bears no 
grudges. I think he is pretty 
great”. 

And I think she is pretty 


pat too. 

We have chugged up grades 
d through autumnal foliage 
it look* like polychromatic 
cdlc point work at times, and 
lorfut* and downy gomamcr 
others, depending upon how 
9 cun chines or how the 
A dow« fait W# come to a 
rtn where cattle and cbeeP 
M e and I am told that there 
. MV* 

ik * HibuiwMO 

fkrt «*• tW ma fff . *j|J 

_ —terill m >m It * 



*<* V»in Unera. are five or nix 
«ercwnt Bui never more. Thin 
trt ii n»ne percrnt Just think 
if that, nine percent'*. 

f don't notice the climb up- 

■a m i% inM i 
do notice that the autumn 
ir>rxtor it to be xpen on all 
» and back behind ua U a 
«* ry wtth a backdrop of hills. 
Ne« u come to a switch-back. 
**d Rowell Baum, who started 
the %V'!e thing. as you will 
nr-r<tr.her if you have read the 
pal two papers, rushes up to 
tell m something. 

Switch Becks 

Therw la only one other 
•rtchbuck m the United 
tons Tbw hat to switch to 
t.r%b :Sr hill" What he means 
is kna| demonstrated The en- 
pan poll ahead and stops, the 
todk Is switched, and now it 
n jolting Instead of pushing 
! Rod ties bn! so food at all ] 
* . * *sr w.od is against us 

«l 4 *a the minute, and not 
m sks«‘< Cx'vder* from th«* 
truiA * d—ernd upon us 
44 4 *ljr an ew sad we all seek 
'hand coaorsgs. using my parka 

MMh or whwoeur they can • 

- ,t.g tiif upward gw is now 

»tif c wp and the beau- 


IS- iv »*v4 «rt lu 1 tat m the 

tMtatogtwj d taw wssaiaiai is 
****** ta. ^ .-n r i and * ados dif- 


n.. _ _ 

and through autumnal foliage 
that looks like polychromatic 
needle point work at times, and 
colorful and downy gossamer 
at others, depending upon how 
the sun shines or how the 
shadows fall. We come to a 
farm where cattle and sheep 
graze and I am told that there 
Is a cave near here, a cave 
with a subterranean waterfall 
higher than the mighty Nia¬ 
gara. “Will we see It?’* I ask 
and am told that it will have 
to wait another time. We turn 
a bend on the level, make a 
curve on the slant, then head 
for higher ground. Another stop 
and a start and the second of 
the two switch-backs has been 
met and taken. It is colder and 
the air is stronger, like a wine, 
and I wish there were more 
along to drink it all in with 
me. and share it and to toss 
the dregs of contentment back 
to grow and multiply for 
.others I now see what it would 
mean, this railroad, to hundreds 
of people who have never gone 
up the side of a West Virginia 
mountain, by foot or rail, and 
I think how lucky the state is 
that Russell Baum came to us 
before the tricks were taken 
up and ilerted us sleepy people 
There u more beauty, beauty 
of white jutting rocks from the 
■ode. tree* of all colors. Ami 
there's a deep red here. P^k 
Hu* man brings it at a step. 
iTwirt It Page 141 


IL TAKE A RIDE BEHIND A SMOKE BELCHING LOCOMOTIVE, THE LAST 
E STATE S BUYING THE RAILROAD AS BAIT FOR TOURISTS, WHO HAVE » 


r*! rc qudr lecher- t»on And there arc others. Dick 
• h<rd f »! \.tuntf Bowman, whom I know and Dr 
* «hofUk|»fn Ftank Callendar of the Green 
•j.xr no mind all Hank observatory "Meet Dr. 
r «uih ihe hard -to* Phillip Newell”, somebody says 
Loner of the fender and I shake l 
mb I mtcl at • cri ^ r " horn 1 have heard 
k f the aj* much about but had never 

v in Mar Litton, is mr! 

:f who is Strangely enough I learned 
front of the place about Rev Newell Presbyter¬ 
ian pastor at Greenbank. when 
-<■ •j wr nt to New York that time 
r s "+ ~ to check the Big City for its 
l*d after a while poverty and depressed areas of 
l /«»e* in people following the dressing¬ 

s'***-*** the down that the Saturday Eve- 
BfRpBB «wd hw«f ttthf Pott gave West Virginia 
> *•* v- jsid One of the social workers there 
:t*4 *| S' *her told nfe about Greenback's 
| C Cfd tah—ha Rn Newell And others had 
f ' sb told me about him, how he is 


known at the Hot rod ding Cir- 
».< •**«« • R der in a Jaguar He was 

^ 'thoro and to was hts Jaguar 

®®5®**** And to wore hit wife and chit- 


* v v» ff *rti | hate nr ter met a more 
* * u "lMUfrlf*l family 

ir -rrm Aj* »Wt* «*r» thm 

W,. . »< ** !«.#< »• Ton I 4{»f for 

• «• • rt " fjrt ** !*• " »»■•*•< •* 

M MMk k*» - MWM 

hmi i ,i,j t. H* s 


M- «M« )W1 *«t 

m hot cWftaf (SO 
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We see loads of steel 
the track and I am joltec 
the thoughts of how this 
and its track will be lik 
tain of the natives of 
whom the Japanese slew, 
the Japs, made each m; 
his grave and get down 
knees at the edge of it, i 
when the big knife came 
he could be kicked in 
his severed head. It’s li] 
for the kind old stean 
motive we are riding, 
pull up its track and ha 
the bottom of the b 
when the job is done 
will go for scrap. Un 
course, the State 01 
stay of execution. 

Train With Smo 

We pass a road i 
whistle toots a warrui* 
tops and dt gorges iU 
gets because a train wii 
it something to see 
girl wises and 1 ren 
self to read some of 
Tom Wolfe and I pro 
Iffir | wttt. Upward "< 
it get* colder and 
t Cr^ kthiskt *ey th 
old Csattwl is going 

\o ' *tui I *«** 

M« (MI ail (Jw 






i nil Rulor In a d.i ,u *'" J* 1 ' whistle toots a w»i 

there and m> was ht • H stops and disgorge* 
\nd so were h.s wife and chllI- KeI Vbecau.e a trail 
dten I have never met a mon * 50(nething l0 

delightful family. girl waves and I 

\n«l there were others then- to read some 

Vthr station Tom Edgar, for jom Wolfe and I 
m«tance Tom is running for * € h \ will. Upwai 
House of Delegate* (Democrat) lt gets colder 
trom Pocahontas He i* the j Cruickshanks sa: 
half man" that Pearl Buck Q \& Comstock is | 
describes In her chapter on l0 death" and I 
Hillsboro (her birthplace! in aIK j sec that all 
Mv Many World*". Tom Edgar 'intelligently ar 
left hi* "other half", his two j^nd 0 f weather 
legs in Europe There’s a e< | \ n fitting gJ 
ctnrv there, which I haven’t Bowman has e 
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M) None of It li 
H me interesting. 
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«.*.,«» thP officer completed hi-. IT,® * M “Jv 

B in , e »vp .omr order* in con • , '’ hn 
^lion »»lh them and ratted » a " tl *°°f 
^vpf .nd h-d him«**U loaded " 7 *; « n ""jv 

Vr .* 1 ™ m - "• ^sus 

u indeed * m*n Now mo * Mail 

from one and 

Wonderful People percent Some 

\rd I met Dive Bond the n ° f Mam Unet 
,ir man and Urry Fellur. ^cent But . 
. ugh) who I* a t ru- “ m "*J" 

, cf«:!r Of Virginia atudent and ®* ‘k* 1 - nm * I 
ratlfan I met Robert Jacobin. i don't noth 
wbo t* running for Proeecutmg ward because 
Mtonwy. and who became a do nonce \h 
*ubi< fiber And I met Dr. C art sp.endor u tc 
jYaa*r of WVU. aides and bad 

n. ,„i. u "-h '««» ij“ 

• r mountain* and g.'e the Ru*kU B 

>gt*Uton and all other* who wj*>!e th 

•»* *• ■**• ** * JJJ3 remember if } 

J .Mt hind 0< ride a tourut ^ ^ 

ra® be lake®. If M i*®^ , t « m jomet 

(t«w io apeak ®f taking towtott 
•* a ride There »• a cab®**®. s„,kj 

u pel—l ear foe the weak 
,_t u, aide-raUmged TV re I* 
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•«* and an opon air. aido-raiiingcd 
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£■" U rfi>-.anl In a minute or so 
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Chickened Out 

t *#nd» along Ihil 
will find enclosed a 
Biaon, S. O. tolling 
d Thought ptrhtpt 
par Thu man loft 
h many of tho old 


T To Buy Or Not To Buy a Railroad poeahonus was u> tuv 

' ' m ns midst. 

(From Pago 10) and arrived at a feast for the I’auley told how glad the 

* This rod is the berries of moun gods • and me They have a to he there and said i 
lam ash and Dick brings it trick too with mashed potatoes the following Sunday (. 
aboard and the women squeal and gravy and coffee, which Is 30) the group would i 
for some to take homo as it served in enormous tin cups. Charleston for a deci 
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each one said, but I think 
every member of the investi¬ 
gating group saw immense 
possibiliteis for the railroad as 
a tourist attraction. 
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irrcus coninhutions. rnK | ncs of Western Maryland. 
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the idea is good and Herb He too. 1 think, 
Schupbach is carried away with purchase ot that 
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thought of. Harry Pauley said 
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i Knob. Bald Knob, by the way, , 

1 is only a few feet under Spruce ! 
j Knob, highest ground in the 
J state. I don’t remember what | 
each one said, but I think j 
every member of the Investi¬ 
gating group saw immense 
possibiliteis for the railroad as 
la tourist attraction. 


End of the Line 


The trip back to Cass was 
uneventful. The legislators got 
their heads together in the 
closed car with the cheerfully ! 
burning stove, and decided to 
accept Dr. Calendar's invita¬ 
tion to come to the club room 
at the observatory for a little 
confab over sandwiches. 


That club room is as snazzy 

3 S all get nut. Ted Riffe made 

a Utile talk about how glad 


betimes yearn to share the 
mountain man’s blissful soli¬ 
tude, dose to nature? 
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Pocahontas was to have this 
delation in its midst. Harry 
Pauley told how glad they were 
to be there and said that on 
the following Sunday (October 
30 1 the group would meet in 
Charleston for a decision on 
whether or not the railroad 
would be recommended for pur¬ 
chase by the state. 

The ride back to El Poco wag 
about what a doctor of tourism 
would prescribe. Ahead of us 
m a field we saw the unmis¬ 
takable white bobbing of a 
deer s tail Carl Gainer stopped 
hii Cadillac and we watched 
IfcfdMted as this wild creature 
look the pasture in his pogo- 
itick strides going in and out, 
and round about just as if he 
had been told to “put on a 
food aboor for them legislators ’, 
lie too. I think, favored the 
pefthoa* of that train, maybe 
- divert a bit of alien- 
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WHAT’S HEW AT CASS? 


State’s largest tourist s|x>t 
finally getting some necessary 
improvements and there are mare 


Exterior of Com Country Store. Charleilon entrepreneurs ore behind this facility. 


BY WILLIAM C. BLIZZARD 


is available. 


Oo Jest IS, WT tourist* traveling 
the Cbm Scenic Roll road on it* find. 
putV ran disraMrwl a pleasant fuel: 
Aa utrartted. the Shag locomotive 
(•.lilac th* ran «u a genuine antique. 

HU Cm r-w alas ebcowrrd an unpleas- 
ms fact Tartt •*eeecuM»U!»na at Cm* 
nn ya a aa saL*jt* as the ;M>rnoH Shay 
TU otj, •«, you could get a hot meal was to 
U AS >« «wn (cod and rosst U m the loeo- 

Local dart* women helped out might- 
By win pun cakes, aad sandwicher, but de¬ 
mand Ulra outstripped supply and tbo unhap¬ 
py burn aaa Hi with nothing man nourish- 







*bat is now a major West Virginia tourist .1- 

^rvurstlaff a railroad on a shoestring led 10 
snm^naddeninj incaknls J^vr^ 

nearly catastrophe*. For inrtanc^ a «_»-> 
ington, D. C.. newspaper sent ) n a * ri " 
who gave ample and av ^ W ° 
r,,, ana ins sjory prompted many wastung 

Wei* Virginia. This wan weiland gwd. ££ 
a locomotive ncle broke al the tune o* »eir 

The accident injured no one. but il dkl pul 
the railroad out o ( business uuUl a ow sale 
was located, which look no short se«<*J• 
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j\» «ovarlu«o> uie aimy locomotive 
|H,llinK the cars was n genuine antique. 

Bu t Caa® visitors also discovert un unpleas¬ 
ant fact: Tourist accommodations at Caw 
were Just as antique ns the IWiO-model Shay. 
The only way you could gel a hot meal wns to 
brin*T your own food and roost it in the loco¬ 
motive firebox. 

Lucid church women helped out might¬ 
ily with pies, cakes, and sandwiches, but de¬ 
mand often outstripped supply and the unhap¬ 
py tourist was left with nothing more nourish¬ 
ing than food for thought. 

In Cass, toilet facilities of the man made va¬ 
riety were limited to those at Uie end of the 
un and in the old CAO depot 
If vou wished to wash away the soot and 
len« accumulated during the two hour train 
ride, there was plenty of running water —no 
washrooms, just running water. You had a 
choice of Leatherbark Creek or the Greenbrier 
River. . , 

The nearest motel or hotel accommodations 
were 10 miles away at the hamlet of Boyer 

(pronounced "Bowyer”) 1.origin# eoulrt he 
bad there at Van’s Motel, but the eight rooms 
at Van’s were likely to be filled, and the little 
motel boasted no dining room or lunch coun¬ 
ter. The nearest place where you could buy 
* a hot meal, in fact, was at Marlinton, about 
40 miles away. 

The net result of those several inconveni¬ 
ences was that visitors motoring home after a 
long, hot day at Cass were nearly always sun¬ 
burned, sooty, cinder covered, hungry, irrita¬ 
ble. thirsty and dog-tired. 

The fact that 5,354 paying customers never- 
thfb-s* rode the Cass Scenic Railroad during 
the first five weeks of operation in 1963 is a 
flowing tribute to the hardihood of the Amer¬ 
ican tourist and the fanaticism of the railroad 
buff 

There has been a steady advance in rail- 
rood patronage, by the way. since the Shays 
began puffing in their new role at Cass. Paid 
fare* for 1965 show more than 18 per cent in- 
crra.v over a comparable period in 1964. 

Karly adverse conditions at Com wore in 
pert due to the deaire of Pocnhontas-Counly 
ntiima and the Department of Natural Rc- 
aMjrrae < ahirti own* the railroad, effects n.v 
wrvated with tt. and contiguous land) to get 
^ * «®Mro®d aUrted dunn,; the West 

f *t>MilaJ year That goal was ac- 
u *~ d In the siring of 

‘ combed. It* shoelace* 
^ Wttnilut suoty ahiittall 

Ceae vw* Ultimately aaon 
rfrusda. all hough 

Ik* Ifcva/tmeol at 

slowed pt ** 


rr° -«•*«r -- 

iiiKton, D. n th. rmilr 

wmmm 

. . . . present, alt 

the rnPro-ln^ 00 onc ’ but & did put Whittaker, 
out of business until a new axle die run nov 
w,i8 located, which took no short search (a The *ccti 
lucky find made Uie search shorter). Prob- bt! 'mprove 
ably more important Uinn the temporary halt Cas6 Wl11 » 
!" H opcratlon s was the adverse- impression tor l,vur1 ^ 
made upon the long-suffering visitors from complete t 
the nation’s capital. tive repair 

It appears that at long last the lean days pa ^U lar 
a , t .^ as f i about over, and residents of the die ei 

old mill town doubtless feel that it’s none t*> bra,ls wrtl 
5 00 "-. diree years from Uie time the ?i >^UC . < L ^0, 

Scene Railroad idea was hatched by the Cass St £* C u W !’ 
Planning Committee until the first passengers J?** 1 
were hauled. Anri, before track gets laid and n as 

earth gets moved, it will have taken more 
than two years for federal Area Redevelopment _.? U 
Administration funds to be put to work at At pELer 

Two years ago, the ARA was thinking of pStm 
granting the Cass Scenic Railroad over half- right^f-v. 
a-million dollars to extend the rails to the top will be t 
of Bald Knob (elevation, 4,852 feet), and ira- Bald Km 
prove existing facilities. But the grant was de- Ultima 
layed by protests from the National Radio As- lodge sk 
tronomy Observatory at nearby Green Bank, mit of B 
The scientists with the big metal ears had availabli 
built a listening post to the universe\at Green that. 
Bank because the area was as quiet as a Down 
moon crater at midnight. there ha 

"No indeed,” said they, “ we don’t want noisy since th 
trains and noisy people with their noisy aii- owned 
mobiles. It’ll ruin our reception.” sprung 

The observatory officials said it might be of rafln 
all right to keep the Cass Scenic Railroad, but You r 
the access road would have to be relocated, hot me. 
The access road happens to be W. Va. 28, a has ren 
primary highway. it the 

The State Road Commission screamed tractive 
about that. "Can't do it!” said Burl Sawyers, ample 
"It would cost millions!” which! 

There was a deadlock which was finally You : 
broken by Sawyer’s suggestion that part of Cass l 
W. Va. 7, not \V. Va 2S. be relocated. W. Va. of the 
7 is a secondary road that connects W. \*3. lumber 
2* with Cass, about six ratios distant. The sug- houses 
grstion was accepted by federal authorities, rest ro 
and the intersection of W. Va 7 ami 2S is _*"* ’ 
being moved about a ntfle south of it* present 1 

hwflw. c .iter ui 

This utvolvrs building one and threMenths roaaj 
mile* of new highway, and the job should be decorat 
done by thia fall U u to bo hoped that the * 



lh<> railroad work will ho received Au- 
exist 17. It hi probable, however, that no ma- 
" j" v * to jor work will bo done until next spring. 

*5* , v '^ tnv . What will bo done with the ARA grant? 

First, the Cass SceJiic Railroad will be extend- 
I ,.vvt nniil Oil four miles, to Iho top of Rnld Knob, a nenrly 
-/• so. This will make the ride twice as long as at 

present, although there will still be a stop at 
. . .. , , Whittaker, the place on the mountain where 

but It did pUt ^ now emls 

xl a I J ow h ftv!o The section of railroad that now exists will 
art xwcoti bo improved. Railroad shops on Uie line near 
lortrr). 1’rvb- Caga wiu ^ rcnova ted and probably opened 
•mpxan mm f or tourist inspection. These shops, which have 
c impre ssion complete tools and facilities for steam-loco- 
1 ,M ’ N ri>m live repair, arc curiosities in themselves, with 
L , , particular appeal to railroad enthusiasts, 

be lean days \ t the end of the line atop Bald Knob, hiking 
jxhT.ts of the trails will be prepared through a beautiful 

'• 5 rH ' r>0 spruce forest, and an overlook will be con- 

the time the structed. The panorama from this overlook, 

by the x ass which 1 have seen, is destined to become 

C passengers known as a beauty spot of the East, 
lets laxi and At the present terminus, a plateau on the 
Jr!? side of the mountain, about 40 acres of land 

development will be acquired by the state, if all goes well, 
to work at At present, riders of the Cass Scenic Railroad. 

disembark and may, if they wish, frolic or 
•htnkmc of picnic on and around part of a 12-mile, 60-foot 
1 o%*t b^lf- right-of-way now owned by the state. There 
is io the top will be toilets and picnic areas at the top of 
< ■ *ad lm- Bald Knob and also at the lower stop, 
arc was de- Ultimately, Cass enthusiasts dream of a 


be lean days 
Mfants of the 


by the Cass 
( passengers 
lets laid and 
tabs more 
development 
to work at 

tuakmg of 
i over half- 
15 to the top 
ft), and im- 
ant was de- 


4 Radio As- lodge, ski trails and.other frills near the sum- 
i«eo Bark nut of Bald Knob, but the half million dollars 
kl ears had available from ARA at this time won’t cover 
M* at Green that. 

a Down in the valley at the present time, 
there have been many pleasant improvements 
w*.-: at*.. -Mice the summer of 1963. Several privately 
’ ar.*ijr aa owned and operated establishments have 
■prufi* up to cater to the more obvious needs 
■l^l be of railroad patrons. 
tArwwd bat You no longer have to travel 40 miles for a 
rHarated hot meal. J. M. Kane Jr., a Cass merchant, 

Ya a a hat renovated a C4C dining car and named 
.t the Shay Inn Air-conditioned and at- 
amMMd Ir a ctive ly furnished. the Shay Inn is an cx- 

I of creative thinking, an operation 
»■ h fits in perfectly with its setting. 

m fs-i •« Yew rr.a> alio get something to cat at tlic 

I I pill of 

aft V \* if the i mm Country Store, a huge, restyled 

ft* lk V* * 'itnymny Mora building which also 

L TWr Mg haiai a tods fountain, benches for the weary, 
m* rni icM&t and many souvenir stands 
soft M m IU < **s Country Mors complex is. like the 
ft* F'xft '*-*r Ian a privately owned devtftonment 
. to |MkctM at |)m> state owned rail- 

kwindu ivsd It is UsuugMfuOy and tastefully painted, 
ahmftft far ftKwroMd. Uftpftsd and arrsnfted 
d Mua Um ft IL ftkoriWst * ftddUI. Mu^mn. MM «f 


uu>pxxuuu. 

A Civil-War Museum, opened last year by 
Mr. and Mrs. Kyle Neighbor, is near the 
Blackhurst taxidermy exhibit. It features 
“pcnwrilten'’ records, letters and grants a 
century old, including Civil-War payrolls. 

There are many weapons of the Lincoln era, 
and other bric-a-brac not closely connected 
with the Civil War, such as a genuine West 
Virginia moonshine still. 

There arc no overnight accommodations in 
Cass, and Van's Motel, about 10 miles distant 
yet affords die nearest lodging. But six miles 
north of Boyer is a new motel, The Hermitage 
at Bartow. Opened only this April, The Hermit¬ 
age (not to be confused with another inn of 
the same name at Petersburg, in Grant Coun¬ 
ty) offers eight single rooms and 12 doubles 
and the only modern restaurant in the area. 

Around Marlinton, about 40 miles away, 
are several new, modern, motels. Or, those 
who plan to visit Cass might consider stay¬ 
ing overnight in or near Elkins, which has 
many motels and hotels to fit all budgeLs. 1 
have found the trip from Elkins to Bartow, and 
thence to Cass, a fast, pleasant, scenic drive, 
leaving U. S. 219 at Huttonsville and taking 
U. S. 250 through the hills until it intersects 
W. Va. 28 between Thom wood and Boyer. 

Suicide Cave, or Cass Cave, a spectacular 
cavern with an internal waterfall 100 feet high, 
has not yet been opened to the public. No 
work, in fact, appears to have been done on 
this natural tourist attraction, although private 
capital is said to be interested. One of the 
landowners, according to rumors around Cass, 
is being difficult. 

On the railroad itself, there are now three 
Shay engines in operating condition. And the 
bullhorn that train guide W. E. Blackhurst 
formerly used has been replaced by a more 
efficient loudspeaker system. It would be a 
good idea for arrangements to be made to 
protect train passengers from sudden sum¬ 
mer showers. You might carry a raincoat, 
just in case. 

And bring along a sweater or light coat 
Ihc summer sun is hot at Cass, but the air 
can get cool during mornings and evenings. 

A free word of advice to the Department 
of Natural Resources, or anyone else at Cass: 
I*ut up highway signs giving the location of 
the Cass Scenic Railroad, and how to get 
there Make these signs big. make them ex¬ 
plicit, and place them on all major highway 
approaches. 

If you are running a business that depends 
uikmi highway trade, it is wise to assume that 
all tourist* have poor eyesight, no memories, 
and don't read English wdL You'll be wrong, 
of course, but It’s better to be theoretically 
pour and practically right than the * b 

■round. 
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Soda fountain in country store. Rest rooms are at extreme right. 
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THE WONDERFUL 
IRON HORSE SHAY 

Built for mountain climbing, it's slou>, 
might} slew on the oi-erland nips. 

BY WILLIAM C. BLIZZARD 
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THE WONDERFUL 
IRON HORSE SHAY 

Built for mountain climbing, it’s slou 1 , 
mighty slou> on the overland trips. 

BY WILLIAM C. BLIZZARD 


This year the Elkins Forest Festival, operate - * snort ar,d pulf on Uie Cass Scenic Bah 
plagued bv riin ami dismal weather, r°«d, *•»*■ *»*>» J'* ul j n * 38 J 67 toyu>» « 
wJ! pulled out of the slough of despond * BlM Knok tw ,our « 

l,y one of tile powerful little logStihg so**™ h ad the Idea ot bring 

locomotives admirers call the Wonder- one - c ,| u* Casa Shays to Elkins lor it* 
ful Iron-Hosw Shay. Forest Festival, vrber> the public would la 

During the three-day Festival over 4,00a pas- treated to short rides lor a small lee. The Wee 
aencers, despite a cold and persistent ram, was a happy one: The Shay was a sooty Cin 
paid money to lake short rides behind the 80- dereUa who became the belle ot Ibe halt 
ton Shay locomotive, an antique vehicle which It was deeded to repeal the Shay pern, 
ordinarily chugs up Bald Knob on the Cass Seen- ance for the 19S5 Elkins Forest Festival, «m 
ic Railroad Although the miserable weather the Deportment of Na tural 
may have halved the number ot paying ms- owns lhe Shays, tavtmTi 

I.™,,. Ib> Ikfc aw ra»b»d »SK»« »■ "* £££“£ 

u was tJJlicUi not to notiw Ibe lottoootite. oo (lie Shov sbimni 
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ted their teeth in silent protect, gam* to ^ ^ start ctl Ibe trip 0* 

dawn-to-dark steam-siren symphony. But most mfe* (Viidi line, dwindled U 

people accepted the locomotive whtstleasa Camtod, « W « ^ ^ 

£ad nuisance indicative of ■ strong benetit, JgLdS the way with the Shay, 

and were glad the Shay was us town. th«* “•'TV, ^ Mrs. Violet 

Few towns in the United States can beast of to* cf HUni; Mrs. Mafcd Fretw.ll ot 
,u,-. nrevence of a Shay engine at any time ol Snedvgar or , |r e v«uHcn 0 f Milwau 

the year. Informed sources estimate that not ^Better Camping magarno 

mme than 40 of the old steam locomouves e^ kee £££«. .!» of Milwaukee 

ist in the Uai'od States today, and few oftos* and iwse ry M.gaiine. 

“ta«« «We •• ^ke. ratUe ; to »mlie trip from ; 
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Four Shav engine* are at Cass. 
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rovft “waved like crosy" when frain passed. 


After long (timewise) haul, Shay pulU 


into Elkins at dgik. 


were the fteiatw and the Climax 
The lest Hefeler. a locomotive invented l>y a 
Corne'.l engineer named Charles Heisler, w..s 
manufactured In l!Hl and Climax went out 

of business in 1929 

The Shay and its unlit,lurs differed frori con 
ventkmal .‘team locomotives in thru they were 
designed to haul heir.; loads on steep grades 
Called "geared" engines, as opposed to gen¬ 
eral-purpose, main-line locomotives which 
used connecting rods Iroin drive wheels to 
pistons, llie Shay had a number of small 
wheels which afforded great tracticn because 
lMMCeu- each w » s * living wheel, 
who sought bet- On main-line engines, the number ol drive 
. .. wheels vried. but they were relatively large 

in diameter, heavy, and demanded smooth 
,. , track which in turn required constant mamte- 

_operations nonce. Acditional small wheels on the big 

patents to the l.ima steamers held up weight and servid as rail 


himself an authority in such matters (and who 
furnished the technical data for this article 
the last three geared locomotives ever h,nlt 
spent their enure work careers ia West v, 
giaia. and all three still exist. 


were named for Ephriam 


of the woods, 
rventcd and butlt the loeo- 
bu name His crude pro- 


.Machtne Works of Lima 
ijr to make such loco- 
in the timbering 


i taxomotive Works, 


quit 
concen- 
iny changed 


___ _ otherwise were furctionless. 

No: so on tlie Shay. The wheel acts (called 
‘‘trucks ’) under both locomotive and tender 
are connected to steam cylinders tiansmittiug 
power through a crankshaft and flexible coup¬ 
lings. Ever.’ wheel does work 

The Shay is easy to get around curves, is 
easy on track, and can adapt to rough ioad- 
beds that would stall or wreck convtni on;., lo¬ 
comotives The Shay is slow, but it could PJ'I 
tons of logs up a grade three times as steep as 
a rod-engine locorootiv e i odd ascem.l aial sa «* 
ly get the same tonnage down tfie steep g 
on Ihe otiivi side of the MU 

With the demise d tne i S loggi ie'na'istO 


no niche they • 

i-i 

According u* I 
portment if Natur 


Tfiey arc not now, however in the Mountain 
Slate. One, a Sliay that was operated liy tne 
Western Maryland on a sleep coai-hi.il in 
Tucker County is now displayed at the Balti¬ 
more and Oh o Railroad's Transportation Mu¬ 
seum in Baltimore. Md 

Tho last Climax to be manufactured now 
hauls passengers on the Carroll Park and 
Western tourist railroad at Bloomsburg Pa It 
was an iron-horse work horse for the Elk 
Hiver Coal and Lumber Co. out of Swandaie, 
Clay County 

The last Heisler locomotive ever bull i* 
now on display in the public park of Washing¬ 
ton, N. C , Charles Hosier's hometown but It 
spent its working career as No. ( of the Mid¬ 
dle Fork Railroad at Ellamyre. in Randolph 
Connly. 

Of the four Shays at Cass, numlie5 .md 
1 were built in 1906, No. 7 was bu l- ia 1M» 
and No. t in 1S23. The Lima lax.;omotive 
Works, merged with the huge Baldwin t-o* o- 
motive Works ol Philadelphia in l'«M ml only 
lias quit maxing Shays, but no longer bui ds 

locomotives >f any kind 

Lima now builds power Shovel--, o xiju 
inent to market conditions which are a ‘ 
lion ol the :hnnged marn-ei m at" i 
men wrest a livelihood from ihet- etiviroo- 
ment _ .. t 

The few operatmg Shay s wim t. . 

Cass and elsewhere carry not ot-> ■ ■ 
passengers For old loggers asid ‘ 
they also carry endless vivtd menw » 
vanished pa>L 
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railroad 


Folks along route "waved like crazy" when train passed 


!>Aot.» Pennsylvania. New Hampshire. 
«i*j puwblv elsewhere. Shays and similar, 
letrtd t>|«e ’locomotives built to compete with 
:fv,. sh ix operate on tourist railroads Shay 
pi'idinNKNi in 1879. ceased in 1945 

The {*.• nh ^ at \ it tue> of :l:r Shay in its hey- 
Uv :• traction and power, its safety, 

and *+ economy Autliorities in the field agree 
that Lhr Sha> would haul greater tonnage at 
• titiilk operating expense, with less origi- 
Mi power, timn any other 

locomotive ever built. 

The little m named for Ephrla m 

Sh*) of Haring Mich. Shay was a 19th-Cen¬ 
tury Michigan lumtH*rman who sought bet¬ 
ter way* of getting timber out of the woods. 
In hut vrk.ng he invented and built the loco- 
aatite that bears his name. His crude pro¬ 
totype worked w> well at his own operations 
dm w took M patents to the Lima 

ipr—ounred bsne-uh) Machine Works of Lima, 
<Ms» jt* nn ’hat company to make such loco- 
Mtn« inr wtdf-vpcead use in the timbering 
hMMO 

■u) » %kMt vaa fortunate for the Lima Ma¬ 
rta* - •> made the fn >t 

UUf a 1*7* for the J Alley Co of Michigan 
7W KAry nariiat *m narrow-gauge, but as 
danuad for the flbaya increased. Lima maile 
Oban >kiic an.) hrttrr By 1900, Lima had quit 
pnatI asnrhine pr >di«tinn and was concern 
W «oq «n nranp|n<-< The company changed 
- wo In Urn* laounvjtive Work* Inc 


were the* Heisler and the Climax 

The last Heisler. a locomotive invented by a 
Cornell engineer named Oiarle*. H.-isi*, 
manufactured in 1941. and Climax went out 
of business in 1929 

The Shay and its imitator differed from con 
ventional steam locomoti . m thai they were 
designed to haul heav. ■»«*•! - i>n su*ep grad**- 
Called geared" engines. as opposed to gen¬ 
eral-purpose mainline locomotives which 
used connecting rods from drive wheels to 
pistons, the Sha> had a number of small 
wheels which afforded great traction because 
each was a driving wheel. 

On main-line engines, the number of drive 
wheels varied, but they were relatively large 
in diameter, heavy, and demanded smooth 
track which in turn required constant mainte¬ 
nance. Additional small wheels on the big 
steamers held up weight and served as rail 
guides, but otherwise were functionless. 

Not so on the Sha> The wheel sets (called 
“trucks") under both locomotive and tender 
are connected to steam cylinders transmitting 
power through a crankshaft and flexible coup¬ 
lings. Every wheel does work. 

The Shay is easy to get around curves is 
easy on track and can adapt to rough road¬ 
beds that would -iall or wreck convention*' o- 
comotives The Sh;n v slow\ but it could »>u 
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O Shay Can You See 


Scenic Railroad is rolling again. 

by william c. blizzard 


ter a successful first season, 
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**? uw kotxr BBfin. '.rtualb the 

mmt uur KWO * economic nour- 

Cw««utt~ pointed oul 
- • - - - r aar»ad. with it* old Shay 

r _^ 1^, mwc h of a lour.., potential 
kWw«d and .crapp'd ^ twparlmerU 

•a Njfi«ai Jtwao^ce* «i not impressed, at 
fcMI M u 0w extent d jeopard:img other 
xroscarta m artVr U pour money into Caw 
M «c f«»t lor the oid railroad became 
a (w caftSre with several newspaper* •*“ 
WMUlan and tivo •» ‘later boosted l« »!* • 
Ml *M appropriated by U- legislature to 


jM(h work was door *o that tkr Casa 
Ha hood opened lor bonne** under 
atatr r-ipaoi or. Juoe IJ, Ml. Ihirmr 1«J, 
M radrmad. wbk an I t-mile round trip, bad 
».» I !>>!*( ratio auri durir.| 73 dJ)‘» <J 


eel Oil that il wai wr.cre n »-» «• 

avoid noise, and a raUroad clattering all 

over the place “as undesirable. 

But Gbscrvalor* officials were ulumitciy 
placated, and the ARA grant approved. 
f Kermit McKeevr. head cl the ® 

Parks and Recreation ol the 
cl Natural Bssoeirces ha* indicated that an 
erg nevr has been hired and work on the Cass 
project will shortly be contracted lor 
1 Most ol the accessary improvameats wM 
have been made by fall, so that tourists w^ 
afforded a longer ami more scenjc J w »ey 
ill the* wish lo take it• when the Cass Sc** 1 '- 
Railroad begins jpcral.ons in the spring cl 

Jjaatwr^SS 

Irrira funds procured as he 


so termed. Is not. end Is not meant to he. 
entirely a slate project T «pafW-“ 

State and others, have contributed to the rail¬ 
road. which is supposed lo attract customers, 
which is in turn supposed to attract private 

"'private'business, obviously, is not going to 
hunt in an area unless it can smell a proft. 
there and profit polen ta! has, in the cam 
ol Cass, been slocked through the investment 
3 slate and federal tafc Mite ■»«««* 
and private business con wo:* lc «'^ 
cienlly possibilities of fr.ct.cn are obvious 
Kor instance, the biggest *■£»■«** 

the need lor <ftaiag a .cirmodatioos is most 

rwtr»i££ 

™ not do it this summer oo s seven-day 

badly handicapped. Aid »«uwt Iho^b^ 
ihV oeed for the restaurant and moW **- 

^ 3*. With such a. Inter dependence <rf 


the wtng, i 
road patro 

Meanwhile, your best bet w to psdt a lunch 
It might be a good idea to make your trip 
JS S40€ as possible, lo#. while Ihs tra.n rid# 
ia vH enlire’.y a weekend attar. U las* 
crowded, and It isn’t bet. Yournewest moteis 
are it Boyer. Buckeye and Marl^ 

IVe huge cave near the railroad, which Mae 
tabu a 100-loot waterlaB, may k W 
sex! summer. Ine owners of Smoke Uol» 
Petersburg, hive expressed 
lirtereit in making a ^ ”\VCs!s 

powerful little railroad wrorthwh^e, 
lo appeal lo lhts ‘ c *“‘ 

slogan lo Cass, tree of charge 

w^fv.^ter'S'"Shay it •» «■*»" 

I Well, it S t*|“ r ““ * \ to protect youi- 
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'After a successful first seas, 


On Saturday, May 1C, the Casa 
5 o>nu* Railroad began its second year 
v ( operation. As a special feature of its 
opening, a delegation of antique-car 
owner.- vhugged into the C &0 station 
• t and temporarily abandoned 

their ancient gas-driven vehicles for 
equally ancient steam-powered loco¬ 
motion. 

Id ISM. prospects of success and growth 
•re excellent for the state-run Pocahontas 
County project it was not always so. 

There would have been no such Pocohonluh 
teuri.it railway had it not been for a local 
comm itce which conceived the idea and 
fought for it. Headed by Theodore Itiffe, a 
C*v> resident who was chief accountant for 
the rn-:^hboring National Radio Astronomy 
ttwerxatory. the Cass Planning Committee 
• *i formed in 1960 after the closing of the 
local Mower Lumber Co. operation in July of 
Utt* year 

Without the lumber company, virtually the 
*ue lource of employment in the area. Cass 
•jo doo m ed to wither and die Unless, of 
•om. tome other source of OCOftOWllc nour- 
tehwaewt could be located. 

The < in Planning Committee pointed out 
the toggmg railroad, with Its old Shay 
owgaee had too much of a tourist potential 
It h* tgnarod and scrapped The Oepar tm< nt 
u * Mural Resources was not Impressed, at 
hau tot to the ntent of )eopaidi/ing other 
P*W*' 1 * *(irr to pour money into Cau 
iNsihe fight for the old railroad became 
f ***** l < ^ t sesrral new i|>a|ier * and 

^ later booMixl to tIK 

r toted to the legislature to 


i nese customers spent over $40,000 in fares 
and on snacks served in the C«cO station by 
he church women of Cass. In addition, the 
- ? Are ? , Redevelopment Administration 
made available $576,000 in federal funds for 
the development and extension of the oner 
stive railroad. 


These funds were for the rebuilding of 
three Shay engines and 14 logging cars; re¬ 
pairs to the railway shops where engines and 
equipment are maintained; the purchase and 
improvement of four acres for a visitor's 
parking lot; development of a picnic area (in¬ 
cluding the improvement of a beautiful spruce 
forest) near the top of Bald Knob; and the 
extension of the tourist railroad trip to with¬ 
in 1,000 feet of Bald Knob, which has an ele¬ 
vation of more than 4,800 feet. 

Matters seemed to be going well. But for 
a time the National Radio Astronomy Ob¬ 
servatory at nearby C.reen Bank threatened 
to hold up AKA funds. The Observatory point¬ 
ed out that it was where it wts in order to 
avoid noise, and a railroad clattering all 
over the place was undesirable. 

But Observatory officials were ultimately 
placated, and the ARA grant approved. 

Kermit McKeever, head of the Division of 
Parks and Recreation of the Department 
of Natural Resources, has indicated that an 
engineer has been hired and work on the Cass 
project will shortly be contracted for. 

Most of the necessary improvements will 
have been made by fall, so that tourists will be 
afforded a longer and more scenic journey 
uf they wish to take it) when the Cass Scenic 
Railroad begins operations in the spring of 
IMS 

Ax parks chief. McKeever is charged with 
thr administration of the Cjxs railroad But 
the ARA didn't walk up to him with IS76.000 
in a big bag tor “poke ' which is perfectly 
g.od Weal Virginian\ and say. “Dost *f*»d 
•t all in one place * He muxl work with in 
In Ifii funds procured as he may procure them 
k~4 guaranteed t>« the federal grant 

Can* was visited recently by a Washington 
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i Shay Can You See? 


il first season, the Cass Scenic Railroad is rolling again. 


BY WILLIAM C. BLIZZARD 
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R <r* -man who wrote a story asserting, in es¬ 
sence. that the scenic railroad will be delayed 
beiau'c of ■•bureaucracy'’ and modern con¬ 
struction techniques, anil that much ARA 
mores earmarked for Cass will go to out- 
saders 

la fairne.w to the Department of Natural 
K< vun < » there is no evidence of boondog- 
fl.ru: or undue waste in the Cass affair, and 
moWn construction techniques will hasten, 
wet del^' . railroad improvement 

It is true that “outsiders ' may, by eom- 
*<*« t ve bidding, secure Cass work contracts. 
Hu: competitive bidding is designed to save 
•wonev not waste it. and is open, of course, 
to local residents. 


Actually. it appear* dial the Call S< CfltC 
Ha.lrcad »:1I ultimately become West Virgin- 
* • be** known tourist attraction, if the po¬ 
tential of the Pocahontas area is developed. 

M ;revert the Cass complex, if it may be 
t« rr-r^j .1 not and is not meant to be. 
•brdy a state project. Taxpayers, of this 
- *ad others, have contributed to the rail- 
food • * h is supposed to attract customers, 
•* * * -» u» turn supposed to attract private 

Pr.• **.e but .new obviously, is not going to 
m an area unless it can smell a profit 
aeki profit potential has. in the case 
of < at* been stocked through the investment 
ef tfsto md federal funds While government 
•*< p '*•* h.uoeu ran work together effi 
' ‘ • M n a Ailiiien of friction are obvious 

for hH a te e the kiggMt louriat need at 
< om a a h*'• lo mi and a place to stay 
wonraqRa a lead m* of each Al mmt, 
*»« sm<4 tor tong art cm mod a liens is most 
•pM Tto sum of Com hate in the past 
*in a a*>t tor ‘ In tto < in station, hut 


ttou a n> « e by teUau sal and motel u 
am >i pstewsu tot Cant kmc Railroad Is 
totot i imd n sho 4 Aid Htod tto railroad 
tto MM to tto tOtttOlM Md a n d to* 
tm o*>* »«a ms aa sum in cod—re «f 


need, it might be better for both railroad 

bc d pi?h U r n8 nr nd | S,eep . mB accornrn °dations to 
be either entirely under .state supervision or 
entirely in private hands 


Without common management, the need for 
cooperation between state and private busi¬ 
ness is essential, or debilitating dogfights are 
sure to occur. 


Private negotiations are now supposed to 
be under way to turn the former lumber-com- 
puny store, now vacant, into a restaurant, hut 
Cass residents are getting nervous. Summer 
is nearly here, the facility is badly needed, 
yet nothing had been done at the time of mv 
visit. 


Representatives of the restaurant negoti¬ 
ators say they are waiting for a daily scenic- 
railroad schedule to go into effect on June 
lb. Until llial date, the Shay-drivcn train is 
operative only on Saturdays and Sundays. Cass 
residents retort that the bird of time is on 
the wing, and they would like to guarantee rail¬ 
road patrons chicken on the table. 

Meanwhile, your best bet is to pack a lunch. 
It might be a good idea to make your trip 
as soon as possible, too, while the train ride 
is yet entirely a weekend affair. It isn t 
crowded, and it isn’t hot. Your nearest motels 
are at Bover, Buckeye, and Marlinton 
The huge cave near the railroad, which con¬ 
tains a 100-foot waterfall, may be opened by 
next summer. The owners of Smoke Hole 
Cavern, near Petersburg, have expressed 
interest in making a new cave opening which 
would be easily accessible to tourists 
The future of Cass looks bright, despite pre¬ 
dictable headaches Kvrn wUdflower enthusi¬ 
asts. I am told, have found the ride on the 
l*>werful little railroad worthwhile 
To appeal to tins group. 1 contribute this 
slogan to Cass free of charge 
’Ska) it with flowers"' 

Wed, U » totter thaa "Shay M With cinder* * 
Yew won t need a Cans mask In protect yeur- 
mtf from the ski cool burner, hut a toad cov¬ 
es log toon help 

SUNDAY GAIETT A Si AIL 




DOLLAR SAVINGS 
& LOAN COMPANY 
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committee’* cost estimates »r 


The Complete Truth Back of the Proposal to Buy the Cass Railroad development possibles. Tt- 


wpart am! Present were' tHe business. 

feasibUin professional and political lead- 
ettinj mto er* of the area. 

The important thing in a 
nutshell was a report given by 
Ted Riffo It appears herewith: 
-h was at- At the tittle of closing of the 
r tl,,s only industry in Cass approxi- 
i planning mately 165 men were affected. 


i Marlinton 


offered soon. (These men were 1 Lumber Co. Railroad, its roll- Government'and 
Eligible for unemployment bene- ing stock, and other necessary' ^ lhl , ; r2nk T‘l> r 
fits from July I960 to January equ.pment.to develop this most mendanon * 

1961 at which lime these bene- unique and rare railroad as an The commine* has mart- 
fits expired.) operating tourist attraction for atterapt t0 projecl ^ nu , 

ihe J U n C 0i n eS ‘ Vl ^‘ ma - ,. of people that would be 
Proposal to State The Cass Planning Committee ^£<1 ind : rec;ly M a 

. wholeheartedly supports the - ■ th hecr.m. 

It is therefore, with the above > resolu . iOR by tbe joint Com- atStion 

situation in mind that the com- , m iuee on Government and Fi- 


Some of these men were mobile mitlee ofre rs a definite and ! nancc as an instrument which Sgg* cStawSh th? dS 

r- « f enough to find employment in sound proposal to the State of could al ieviate the unemploy- ^oymlu'J to rJ p7ov de< 

\j'i >nal other communities and other West Virginia to alleviate this menl situali on in the area, and ' onneb 

<eri ivrv states. The. majority, however, situation. emphasizes the soundness of There currently seerr 

In November 1960 the Joint jh« Investment In such a vcn * some con ius.on as to 

Government and ture 10 and relative men* of 

Present Owners 


were not blessed with the nec- 
Treasurer. essary skills and trades to find 


other employment, and today Committee on ------. 

“ of these men. repre- Finance, by resolution, recom- 


C* 


Mayor of the some 

I senting approximately 240 de- 


mended to the full member-j \ 


posed purchase of th 


Lumber Company ra 


Cass, W. Va., as a p 


Ar bog a ft Assistant pendents, (wives and children) ship of the 1&61 c^,- V *' f ' Raleigh ' Steel Company of , raf . 1inn fnT tourists 

dent of Pocahontas face utter destitution unless latiire. that the ® ate of charllston. West Virginia. traction for touusts. 

some form of employment is I Virginia purchase the Mower unane q{ ra * rQad in . 

_______I volved is approximately 8 miles. | 

hanged five of his hillbilly cap-' which runs from a JPoint^about ln tbe first 


Wrong Rope 


If We Don't Wa/ch They'll Steal Our Centennial 


rates fro 


knew 


lives in the village square at 1-2 mile from Cass at a crossing prices heretofore 

| in our State (second in «■*- ?!fiVS FeSS 

spectable. ^ ( t ( y of Bald Knob, but these rails {&rma \ discussion 

- . . . have been sold as scrap. The c . resen t owners of 

One advantage ot studyJ g road bed however, is still in- and right-of-way. ' 

history at tVest Virginia Lniter- ^ and new rails cou id be nient ccsts are m 

sity in our day was that we were ^ |n order l0 gel the full menl (lgur e whid 

/iihh;...- >.. t ...*-, . subjected to all shades of Civil effect of lhe engine traveling fldent would be 

ecession. with That belied the old Southern War viewpoints. One of the |q thc top of Bald Knob Bald deve lop the rail: 

v.v * of the view that Confederates were su- finest Southern gentlemen and Knob is lbe second highest outs tanding attrac 

scholars we ever knew was tnc jn . n West Virginia i4.8o_ ists Any impro* 
late Dr. Oliver P. Chitwood, who j- t , and thc railroad is higher h0 wever are sub* 

Thc first land battle of the was an unreconstructed Rebel of t , un anv other railroad east of aI judgment depe 

nlire Civil War was fought at | the old school. ^ ^ ^ (he Rockies). ca^The developn 

Chitwood scorned use of what »o Buy l If. * or ins, “f e oii 


(From Page 3) 

r, n her But one import- only to Virginia). In most of 
v- WOtT.D NOT join the I these the Federals were victor- 
in t movement — and ious. Sometimes tas in the Bat- 
i the Commonwealth of tie of Droop Mountain and the 
i she had had too strong Battle of Sinking Creek, near 
i.n the creation of this Lowisburg), far inferior Feder- 
at on to want to destroy | al forces, numerically, defeated 
the Virginia Assem- the Confederates ingloriously. 


West Virgin* perior people, man for man. 
ig the line 


Dr. 


would 

turrets 


i had already Philippi, and this writer will bet 

their cause lO-lo-l that the State gels euch-, »>.. -- .. 

stand a rhance of rcd oul ° r its r ‘8 hlful publicity ■ the term ‘Civil War al^all. He 
Thev again on this score. I That belies insisted it was the War B 
y the Southern view that “onlv I tween the States." l 


lib out Virginia ... 
HAD to have Virginia. So they 


minor border skirmishes sis being an 


, the one at Bi<* 

- I • • insisted it 

irUS" o*f tyje locomotives, both of which wOU j d bt muekj. 


° 1880 models- One^ w*s P^ ( jf 0W ev W, wj 



hoo»»r»c-« - . ' r<*»d did actually go to the top 

•tlblf. „f M.ild Knob, but these rails 

, klll ivinc Have ‘»o« n so,d " s Hcr, 'P Thft 
•rf'antair.; of >Judyink ^ ^ hmvcvpr ls 8tm j n - 

ry *1 W OM V <r«ini« t lncf nn d new rails could I* 

n our day «.»• tba in order to got the full 

ded to all shades 01 i cffct ., 0 f the engine traveling 
Mt' °» u ; 1 ' to fhc top of Bald Knob, Bald 

Southern gentlemen < Kno}) ^ t ), e secon( i highest 
r» we ever knew was the . ... . Vir0fn i n (4 or., 


• P Chitwood, who 
nstructed Rebel of 


point in West Virginia (4,852 
Ft.) and the railroad is higher 
than any other railroad cast of 
the Rockies). 


,h Dr Chitwood scorned use of .... . . _ 

.15 thr term C.v.l War a. all Me Wh,t "> Bu ' r 

te* insisted it was the “War Be- Also, owned by The Midwest 

til> tween the States. ’ the entpha- Raleigh Steel Co., are two Shay 
bet ms being on State’s rights’* of type locomotives, both of which 
i’ course. The war. he contented, are 1880 models. One was put 

• as wras not fought upon the issue into operation in 1901 by the 

of slavery, but upon the issue West Virginia Pulp and Paper 

*rn of State's rights. He never did Company: the other began op- 

t * mention, of course, that the only ‘'ration in 1921, also by the 
*** tw^ "StateN right*" involved in West Virginia Pulp and Paper 
tlw •truaslr were rl> the right r " • when that company’s main I 
of thr Stjte to permit one hu- bolding? wore at Cass, 
man Nunc to hold another in Although the engines and the 
titter} , and < 2 ■ the right of a raiI road would require some rc- 
m- Sim* to break away from ,nd improvements to con¬ 

s'' natioc it it want«-.f t.. and to vort ,l from a Egging railroad 
>y *rt up another nation. t0 a louris t carrying line, the 

• .’ costs would not be prohibitive. 

► la tetfnl ,See attached estimate of in- 

y d u demons vestment and operating costs). 

Dr h Through informal discussions 

9ohl Lnilwootl the p has been ascertained that the 

• katwMoi Sj. _T° n v ‘ c,or,es aforementioned properties 

Wild be secured for appro.vi* 
g, mm P f 1 ** <**” «w mately $90 000-$i 00.000. 

9 . f* 7 ™ and t**llmg The right-of-way and land on 

2JJV U* *ord*. Bald Knob is owned by the 

• »ap #M«tao Mowei Lumber Company and 

* *** ***** *• *° *tn can be secured at the follow- 


1: • »■! , 

* *jfw Util lKi3 

* «» tv** hM a 
? mt tw UmMy t 

* Wr td mmri 



»» w 4 . I: ^ht of Way $100 per acre 
«d Dr Wi lled Area $100-5150 per acre 
. «>,at f ‘ut <»vi«r" Area $55 per acre 

*>' It t* estimated that the sum 

» mm °f $25 000 roulij secure the 
1 * " 1 *ury land to tcvelop the 

submit In the attached 
t Mf»nmar> of “Ttnirfft Po<ttbtli , 

f» of the Mower Lumber .C*o 
it, ikr R*ilro*«l at Cast. \V Va , the 

" * n< ? two findtitmlri In propoc 

to |>o(MtUtHMi that ton «>ai 
***** Mtmmi a» rnutk at any other 
****' Mou rotiu Furthermore. 

twU Wom Vtrgisju pvt groot Wad 

* *** •« In bath iOm 


I format discussions with th- 
present owners of the rallroa. 
and right-of-way. The improve 
ment costs arc merely a Jud" 
inent figure which wc are con 
fident would be sufficient V 
develop the railroad into ai 
, outstanding attraction for tour 
; ists. Any improvement cos! 

. however, are subject to person 
( al judgment, depending on hov 
far one would initially want u 
| carry the development program 
!lf. for instance, a lodge similai 
to the one at Blackwater Fall, 
or those at other Stale Parks 
was to be erected, the cost* 

' would be much higher. 

However, we believe the bas¬ 
ic, initial investment should be 
concerned with the presena 
tion of the railroad, and it 
in the future the demand for 
I lodge facilities would be great 
| enough, then, and only then, 
should such an undertaking be 
] considered. The idea of a lodge, 
however, is not remote, and the 
basic -attractions, i. e.: the rail- 

1 road, cavern, hunting, fishing, 
and serene natural beauty oi 
the mountains is such that a 
lodge could be constructed from 
future profits that would be 
derived from the railroad and 
other attractions. 

The idea for a ski slope am 
the improvement and operation 
of the cave should be enco-.ir 
aged as a private program. Wc 
believe that if private and pub 
(Turn To Page 10) 

2 a BLESSINGS M aso n :: e 
Plaques house, kitchen, and 
anniversary. Gold scrolled $1 
Personalized, 505 Fifth Ave.. 
.New York. NW York. 

NOTICE 

Several ye-sr* ago we »• 
greed »ha» abowld we ever 
become teperared. you would 
uae the magic code »ymbol 
"NX and I the le»t«r O'j 
end through the*# we would 


M — •* 1 

■Ik ■■ N 




I »>»r r >t;>• • >•< • , nn ,| improvcmrnlR In con- 1 however. Is not remote, anti the 

, »'• j»' ""' ,,.,t ti from .» logging railroad .' ,a *‘C nUraclionR, l. o.: the rad* 

K ft i tourist • the w *®» cavern, hunting fishing. 

nation ro «u wm ,id not be prohibitive. ant » serene natural beauty ol 

* * “ * See attachcil estimate of in- lh ® mountains is such that a 

•rr»l national rle tions vestment anti operating costs). could be constructed from 

. the \tp. the Through Informal discussions ( f uturc profits that would be 

aid Pr <'hi»« >»f the .t has been ascertained that the drived from the railroad and 

an Paris «or- \ ctonrs .* • -re mentioned properties °^ cr attractions, 

the candidate oa\»*d , ould be secured for approxi- The idea for a ski slope and 
4v flat i\\« >ee m.»Mv $00,000-$ 100.000. thc improvement and operation 

_ r s , n .t tejliin’ The right-of-way and land on °* l t hc cave s hould be encour- 

SL.7 I- ■ M k p.il.i Knob is owned by thc aged as a private program. Wc 
K . in ‘ y ,p Mower Lumber Company and believe that if private and pub- 

... w ,n .,n he eci.rcd the follow. (Turn To Page 10) 





Mi |>*u ul i»' ■ 
nn\gini i4M u » .r» 

* t*» »«• 

ih««U'IU<W 4 •.UlMi a 
tfttMl Uuue 



ing prices; 

Right-of-Way $100 per acre 
Wooded Area $100-$150 per acre 
•Cut-over’* Area $35 per acre 
It i< estimated that the sum 
: 525.000 could secure the 

. ^arv land to ievclop the 
area. 

We submit, in the attached 
summary of “Tourist Possibili- 
. > of he Mower Luniber..Co. 
Kvlroad at Cass. W. Va.’\ the 


2a BLESSINGS Masonite 
Plaques house, kitchen, and 
anniversary. Gold scrolled $1.00. 
Personalized, 303 Fifth Ave., 
New York. New York. 


Several yeors ago we a- 
greed that should we ever 
become separated, you would 
use the magic code symbol 
"'NX" and I the letter "G", 
and through these we would 
be reunited. I have now 
found a wonderful home and 
a beautiful life and want you 
to rejoin me. If you see this 
ad in any of the many papers 
in which it will appear, an¬ 
swer in that paper. 

All my love, 


0 Confederate). In propor- 
to population that too was 
nt as much as any other 
. contributed. Furthermore. 
>t Virginia gave great lead- 
to both sides. 


we feel that we 
have been hanged 
Brown than to 
■nma State which 
its existence; one 
honor. loyalty nor 
which teaches its 
ashamed of It and 
» them to leave It 
• • • • 

, will continue to 
rtfinia's M until 
n we achieve aome 
iv Uriah* a»d self* 


Srrvfre dwt 

XlfWM ot a r 

Mmm III -3-iH* 

AUf—n. W. V*- 
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„ J _I develop n,,nt i, ,irrT**.^'i 11 3 ^ 

Railroad . 

U -fi •• ~ ,! Gov<-n>moB« «^ Ji 7 n ro con 1 
.-*srt ^paring this ong ^ 

%t , c°omm.u r h.. -Jjyj , 

•-• ■-•*• f«* .ttempt to pro)«‘ •*? I 

.. \ -r-au ol people th»t would 1>® 

• - L ployed indirectly a* a resu 

j the of railroad becoming 

• Com 8ouml attraction (souvem 

• i-j f |fc0 p, C tc \ but has concernc 

* ' tA w*i <b only with the direct en 

***? : *T ptopnent to be provided, (op* 

Ik **** **4 rating personnel). 

"fV-VYHcY There currently seems to b 
hmj« confusion as to the coi 
and relative men! of the prt 
•• ^ci'i ft 0 * * d purchase of the Most 
l« Umber Company railroad a 

t f ^ Cmk W Va a* a possible at 
U tounsta. 


S« Witnar |,vvl>r7 1 ompany rauruau a 
#m ^ M ,, a* Cane. W Va . as a possible at 
t/artias lor tourist*. 

♦ *. a* 
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r „,^* cv»^ r » . ,.,ur.i purcn»«« a 

df •"* rM "ff Himlwr Company railroad a1 

m- *** Mr*-*.! f . #M< w V<1 ** * poaalblc a 1 

!»«•! r<*p*"’ r ™ ir.rimn lor lo«rl»U. 

M. !*»»••»• 

„ frrrm • f - - ? | n firftt in%tanrr lh- 

*rrt+ * *** * • tt*+***t pr».c« here! of of© quotrd I 
«theca o^ 1 50 * n«rwt|Mprm have bfrn total! 

I 1,0 inaccurate a» lh« attached b*M. 

Ml Kw*fc The rail* mreairoent detail will show 
’?»* :« e* *» ,fcr Th«**c coata are baaed on In 

M formal ducutttom with th* 

^ ipfuotnl owner* of the railroa* 

{** and rightof-way The improve 

7 co * u ir€ merr, y a J ud * 

^ ” J” Mai figure which we are con 

, ♦ttf.w hdent would be lufficient t« 

* ** V*~, derelop the railroad into ai 

***i»vr GuUUndm* attraction for tour 

* wgM ^ Any improvement cur 
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f IU. it Ka«* hold 
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~ ^ however. are subject to penon 

:i: ' *| judgment, depending on h « 

far one would initially want t« 

carry the development program 
If for tnafance a lodge umtUt 

LaCo* >i 14 *** olkr at HLack water Fall 
I/ g^V or tboae at other State Park* 

• it b h erected, the coeti 

•tilt he much higher 
Ihw f iif we belie re the ku 
iatetlawal ahould hr 
with the pcwaecr* 
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• any inr uririupmfm program 

If. for instance, a lodge similar 
to the one at Blackwater Fall* 
or those at other State Parks 
wan to he erected, the costs 
would be much higher. 

However, we believe the bas¬ 
ic. initial investment should be 
concerned with the preserva 
lion of the railroad, and if 
In the future the demand for 
lodge would he great 

-;h. then, and only tl 

• Mould »uch an undertaking he 
| considered The Idea of a lodge, 

however. U not remote, and the 
basic attractions, I. e the r 
road, cavern, hunting, fishing, 
and serene natural beauty of 
the mountains is such that a 
lodge could be constructed from 
future profits that would be 
derived from the railroad and 
other attractions 

The idea for a ski slope and 
the improvement and operation 
of the cave should be eneour- 
aged as a private program. We 
V.*vc that if private and pub- 
(Turn To P*o# 10 ! 

?.* ftLONNOS V a sonne 
f*aqor* house kitchen, and 
toitvfviir Cold or rolled II 00* 
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flic Complete Truth Back of the Proposal to Buy the Cass Railroad 

;s, offered soon. (These men were Lumber Co. Railroad. , ’ ovcrr ”^ h ngin al recom- 

d- eligible for unemployment bon?- ,ng slock, and other a*®® 8 *®** preparing this 2 

fits from July i960 to January equipment-to developlthj* ™os; mendatiox ^ made n° 

1961 at which time these bene unique and rare ra,lroad as a The co* nn j|t number 

«•- -xmred) operating tourist attraction for aUetlipl t 0 project the n 

* the Slate of West Virginia. o{ pe0 pie that would 

Prooosal to State The Cass Planning Committee - loyw , indirectly as 

Proposal to State wh olehcarUdly supports the ^ lhe railroad 

,ove resolution by the Joint Com- t lour \st attract 


mo*: compact aid Present were the business, 
' ' t feasibility professional and political lead¬ 
ening into ers of the area. 


Tl»e important thing ... _ 
• nutshell was a report given by 
Ted Riffe. It appears herewith: 


ieo mite, it appears nerewtin: 

i nrru^. . was at- At the time of closing of the 

I by th' editor of :h s on jy industry in Cass approxi- 
•at called by a planning niately 165 men were affected, 
•ire including Some of these men were mobile 

Fhffe. Chairman Chief enough to find employment in 
’tant of the National other communities and other 
uVronotrv Observatory’ \ states. The majority, however, 
■ahank: " were not blessed with the nec- 

j Jr Treasurer, lessary skills and trades to find 

erthant: other employment and today 

L eg. Mavor of the some 80 of these men. repre¬ 
senting approximately 240 de 


tlroad as an 

n«r e ^d.). ' operating tourist attmcUon for , attempt to be em- 

a* a result 

wholehcartcaiy suppoi» i ot tne nuu U «- J^MUveTur 

It is therefore, with the above resolution by the Joint Com- u>ur \st attraction * 

situation in mind that the com- mine* on Government and Tl- shops, ric.i but ha* cotwe 

mittee offers a definite and naI , ce as a n Instrument which, llsolt on \y with the direct c 

sound proposal to the State of C0llld alleviate the unetnploy- pl<jyme nt to be provided, V°?«- 

West Virginia to alleviate this inent situation in the area, and ra n n g personnel! 

situation. emphasr/.es the soundness of > -pjic-e currently seems to t> 

r v 1060 -he Joint ‘he investment In such a vcn ’| some confusion ns to the cost. 

In November I960 ‘be 'mni state. , and Native merit ol the pm- 

Commi.tee on Government and Prel , nt Owners I 1*".“ ol the Mower 


t\ 


i Cass: 


uoniim.i^ «•• ..nentand Present Owners nosed purchase of thr Mower 

Finance, by resolution. The railroad and rolling stork Company railroad at 

mended to the memigr-1 J owned by the Midwest V a., as a possibie at- 

ship ol the 1961 W. Va‘ ^gis h Steel Company ot i lrac Uon for tourists, 

lature, that the State on *. west Virginia 


sennng approximately itv ur 

Arboeast. Assistant pendents, (wives and children) [ o... r - ---- . <.. , f west ttaieign - 

? o: Pocahontas face utter destitution unless lature, that ^ h Mower Charleston. West Virginia 

some form of employment is Virginia purchase the M<*er ^ amQum of railroad hi 



jf We Don't Watch They’ll Steal Our Centennial 


The amount ui , 

i volved is approximately B miles i 
. .. n nntnt about 


Wrong Reports 

In the first instance the 


(From Page 3) in our State (second in number 

...r, ; r her But one import- only to Virginia). In most ot 
ant State WOULD NOT join the these the Federals were victor- 
i-nmcr - movement — and' ious. Sometimes (as in fheBat- 
ih». wai the Commonwealth of tie of Droop Mountain and the 
Viren i She had had too strong; Battle of Sinking Creek, near 
* hand ,n the creation of this Lewis burg', far inferior Fedor 
treat nation to want to destroy al forces, numerically, defeated 
t TWirE -he Virginia Assent- the Confederates ingloriously. 

Sion, with That belied the old Sou hem 
r.e delegates from West of the view that Confederates were su- 
iHeghenir* 'row West Virgin- perior people, man for man. 

firmly holding the line a-i .... 

1 The first land battle of the 
entire Civil War was fought at 
Philippi, and this writer will bet 
kn-u iheir cause IMo-l that the State gets euch- 

,nih^nrenf red out of its rightful publicity 
agam on this score. (That belies 
ui howl \irginia [hey ^ Southern view that ‘ only 


which had already 


inV k‘ h#U i^i r| ^ aU L\ull the * * Southern” view that “only 
AM t.. hive Virginia. So they # few minor border skirmishes 
w d 0 L cm °* fanatic* U) Rich- . , West V »rc 


of fanatics to Rich . . j n Wcsl Virginia.") 

T> ' V b ^ll l bo, ' , ‘ rc * an, | The Baltic of Philippi was 
arsi>v They threaU-neri d the Firsl 

rt,.-i.dateii V.iv’iii. i t !.-l. li'u^ hu, Southern 


to „ SP d live of hmwiiyc«J. ^'X“?rU , C«.T“S 8 

Quantrell appears 0I> >«'“'*><“ f , Knob, 'the rad- .nvesimrr.t .Irlall »« *™- 

he becomes a little mon re wp » aclu . Uy ft0 . 0 -.he top Tfees e tests arc based on •> 
spcctable. o( B ald Knob, but these rails , (rma , discussiona wUh 'he 

. . . have been sold as scrap. The r rescn t owners of the rauroaa 

One advantage of studying d be(J however, is still io- and right-of-way Thu ,rap T!!V. 
history at West Virginia Umver- ^ and new ra .ls could be ment r osts aremerely 
sity ir. our day was that we were la jd . Q orde: l0 get the full n( . r - figure which we a re 

subjected to aU shades of Civil o{ the cn gme traveling|hdenl would besuff‘^nt ^ 

War viewpoints. One of t..e to )he top 0 f Bald Knob^ Bald ( .jevelop the [ dllro i , . our . 

finest Southern gentlemen and K , -h,. second highest ^„iK( ar ,rling a.tractior. ■ 

li'choim we ever kno.v wa, lhe “ w«t V.rg.ma l«M Any 

i late Dr. Oliver P. Chit wool who ^ , and the railroad is higher however, are subject ^ ^ 

was an unreconstructed Rebel ot , har any oth er railroad east ot at )udpn «" h 1 » 

the old school. the Rockies), far o d lopm eBt program. 

• • ♦ • • carr> wc r , similar 

Dr. Chitwood scorned use of What to Buy If. for ‘^'‘^B^Kvaier 

the term Civil War' at all He bv The Midwest * , h0J€ al other S:ale P*fW, 

insisted it was the War Be- A: o_ owned^bj ^ shjy or^those^ d ,h. costs 

tween the States' the emp..a_ both of wh:cn w0uld be much hl « hc ". ^ 

sis being on “States righ * ■■ models One was pu ^ oweV tr. we be ^?'j 10U j ( j tw 

course. The war. he contented. ^ ‘ operanon 190 , by the ^ jn)[;aI mv«|n.ent 
was not fought upon the i.*j . Virginia F^ulp » ,,, f ' concerned witft , " <n< f t( 

tavery. b». PPjn , p,, u.ber IJT .r " 


of State’s rights. Hr 
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/ M illi ng 


: The Complete Truth Back of the Proposal to Buy the Cass* Railroad 


. ..Ku.,1 j„ In Illy MU'hed summary of Estimated Baiic lnv.vlm.nt Co»t Of Railroad at Cast 

J , ' , / , " r V i "* 1 " COme ' r ‘ d c0 " s for ’ Cost of railroad and necesiary rolling stock, including 

thrn not the first rommer of operation ...... , ' . , i«,«* i,vo 

t»u«*t stand to wr have used a volume average' »PProxlm»t«b a miles ot track 2 Shay type laco 

.tr iiu'ai e„v..rn. of 70 persons per das This j motives and 8 Oefcars tp.us stock and pans: -5100.000.00 

average was based on the re- Cost of 8 miles of right-of-way and approximately 

corded numbers of persons who 1 200 acres of land on Bald Knob - 25,000.00 

visited the Astronomy Center improvements of railroad and rolling stock- 80,000.00 

at Green BaRk in the months p ^ grea Qn Bgld Knoh _ 25,000.00 

iAZ!£fUSLA •SSJtSff&srm 

> proimnrnl m tf» minds ttot this l«r.s« of vlsilors .1 lease .mprovemenls? Ski slope. Hunter, c.ta-1. elm 
s.- directly or indirectly the Astronomy Center does not TO , ' 

,-ed r. this project is the include groups who made ar- y Xhe improvements enumerated above should employ 
of the railroad lo the range'ments for tours in ad ] 6 5-70 men for a full 52 weeks). 

•vance. but are merely people , . 

I Who passed thrOUgh the are - ,„ w „„, w eeeeeeee--e„~-eee . " 

and decided to stop. Further ton t0 the $ Ute. thereby requir average of 70 passengers ipe. 
due lo the lack of facilities in ' sl96 Ci0 oi coal for a weeks day. Jhe post to eachpassen^r 

I960 for accommodating the would oe SS.OO and this would 


attached summary of , 
Income and costs for ' c , 


how concerned 
financially and 
action that gen- 
10s this type of 

estioR which seems to 


COST OF FIRST 
SUMMER 

Personnel 
Per Week 

i !—Engineer-$ 84 00 

72,80 


1960 for accommodating the would be S3 00 and this would 

j^ ^F SaSTyi^iiL ssrt g «jSffgjg. 

tour the Observatory proper- , "SS t 


i —Fireman ZZT 72 80 ' ^our the Observatory proper , to“‘biSd u? an Thfese estimates.are based up, 

1—Flrakeman - 67^0 what then, would be ^equate stock of parts and on the lccal ofreolirslf 

ronductor _ 6720 ume of vsitors-coining into the auequ , opera- probable cost* oi repair* it .ae 

‘• ^borers 257.60 area if a promotional effort in “»«» “J no t a5 railroad Is initially put in good 

4-Laborers ... - _ tM areia.U V ^ , ailroad t0 at- j'™ may seem as the working 

1—Supervisor - -- 100.00 j tract the tourist was under- rad - oad and rolling stock would believe the estimate of • P 

lo _ ----- $688.80 [taken’ We believe the answer « a -°« i J n ^ rsl operation engers per day 

Coal i24 1-2 tons at 8 00) 196.00 is quite obvious. through the initial investment increase m MVenuJ 

Material and Supplies and The operating costs nor tne * maintenance should ' would increase 

Repair,- far 2?SSlS ■>'»“«”' '« l” ^SSSAS 

' TOTAL $1,2&4.00 I rates for tills Ope of employ. ™ Qn lhc ba5ls ol .0 12c that th* “ Jt do 

Less Income ,ment. These costs have been PW?“ per engine mile. ,pr°P onenls ° { uj p J rc baK at 

70 persons per day @ $3.001 converted to a 7-day work.week ^ P pro bably high but an not advocate tovutau 
Der oercon 1.470.00 (5 6 hours) and based on an * ting wiU haV e to the expense o other wo 

- If. however, a slope wadded T he cost of food is based up- action is taken. 

present owners. The value to i r i,„ months will provide The cost oi nuieklv 


Id be 

few 


• the fire* 
the point 


:oal to sup- 
>t the least 
t come with 
the terrific 
: other day. 

were sick 
weather and 
rant to the 


rnl owners. The value .0 i&I prmnd. [ 

.rr l JS K A -SS. «~js 


the owners, however, is not i additional revenues wun Cl «-j on Ute present c^o ^ have such 311 •;“"'' other na - 

directry in proportion to the ] respon dmg additional costs. i* ," hl shed by the experience able to lt - ^deferred 

value the railroad would be to E P ach engine trip from Cass to ; «^ s n ^ en 7, e S n g ^ration tural aftracUoM »n bedeie^ 

the state and its development Bald Knob requires 3 1-2 i ^ irtn^Hne for 60 120 persons, without a loS5 
program, and we believe the of c0a l at an estimated bulk * n ^»*ed upon an value or potential 

Attached summary of initial 1 purch asc price of $6.00 per The income is 


il vpring. 

tftdt Ttw 


Ult*n 

of every puh- 


leu aumiiuiij ] 

would certainly give the i 
ownera a fair return on their] 

1 lrvestment, and il* value to the , 
-lull-, at thesb suggested costs. | 
cannot b'- measured In cold' 

■ only. 

1 But what should also be con- j 


W inner «f to’Seventeenth Sammer 
fc.. . nr , — 




















•Ur* w»d T»w operating co** 1 ' i" r tht 
„s>0 00 | ir ,t summer of operation •' 

39 20 outlined call* for ton i.peratlur 
twoo nonumiwl at the B<»'i>i 1< ? CB| I 
<1 ?m 00 rat." for ihl» type ft employ 
men; Thwe costs have boon 
. |;,00 SUlMrtdlU! . 7-Uy «»rk wrtk 
1.470.00 ,56 hours) and base.. » n 

5 216 °° ! £ “AS OctoberV 


i.i li,»ud amt loltlUR stock would believe '.).< nllmirt* <il 70 pan 
in- pul In first class operation cnRcr* per day \i tow and any 
'through the tnktlal Investment tncruase In piuw.nR*r traffic 
,,i,l iicawy maintenance should would increase the revenue 
no' be a significant problem for without a corrcsiionding in- 
three or four years , crease in operating cost. 

The insurance TiM tieen com- It should t*e made very clear 
puled on Ihe baiis ot .0 l-2c ,that this committee or other 
' r person per engine mile, proponents of this project do 

e&jris&tt ss? it stza 
iSTSSEw. a. - ISSLMSM sk 


K however, a ski slope is am-- 
' The value to { h ’e winter months wtll provide 

xr> howvvcr is net additional revenues with cor 

' a proportion to the resp0 ndmg additional cossts. 

,N V mSroad would t>e to Each engine trip from Cass to 

summary of initial pun 

f. would certainly give the ,_ 

-s a fair return on their I 


r f-ass.- isgysrastf «= 

I The cos. of food I.'b^I up- b f*g wi C ^ST, 

established bv toe «£«"•»£ S 1 , U,ic,i»s can be deferred 
Of the presenti^'^J^ons w »thoui a loss in cither direct 

IS2.* 23 5T- ° r p ° tenlial 


f* • ?nJf^ment and its value to the . 

• MS 4e.:“.K' lC m'»'<>! 

. . ■ " 

' nC a value would be the 
' ' " : • dumber of persons to be cm- 

' H proved, and the aid to small 

" ' , businessmen suc.i^as hotel 

‘owners, service stations rest- 
*• r - * aurar.rs. stores and the like. Oi 

' ' ' course any aid to. business such 

2 M these have a direct relation- , 

* r ch*p to the economy of the | 

■*» ”_ P ? ; .. .. which would be derived, 

' I. m the form of Consumers’ Tax. . 

Business and Occupation Tax, j 
gasoline tax. hunting and fish- 
» an > 0 ins! fees and the like. ... 

«’ ' —‘ The state or West Virginia 

* r *- al * ha« s t its disposal in the area 
if friends, is <t f* ass ra ji ro ad the hent-1 

1?v ages which have beer the trade-, 
*k» especially k of West Virginia in the | 

ich side '•ooked ‘ and a j s0 those that are, 

, playing tut important P art 
the future of the state. The 1 
hertage of the past—an 1B«0 , 

**•» I'^Te^un- i 


ven tender' 


thi* 1 


and 


frill u 


ive dehctpiu 




ui a 


ir our 


height bv 


JACQUELINE RttD 



v»', . „ lVJ M (M- derived 
* tK , fwta ox; ('.vuuram' Tax. 
Put rwn aad cwujuUon Tax. 
CvwC.ac lav hunting and fish- 

T>c Stair of West Virginia ' 
hat at u» disposal in the area ' 
<V :h# Cass railroad the hent- ! 
tfti »hirh have beer the trade- , 
mark of West Virginia in the 
past and also those that are | 
pU\-i g an important part in ; 
:tt future of the state The , 
hertage of the past—an 1A80 
-rv'del sttam Ibcomoiive lum-! 
tvr.r.ir'up the side cPVTmoun-l 
•i.r. :« e peak unequalled in 
z-'9jA bv any railroad in the 
„ . 1 -. L’n.'tvd -States.. Ami just 

- ' from 'the 

starting point of the railroad is 
our heritage of the future— 
the National Radio Astronomy 
Observatory at Green Bank, and 
onlv forty-five miles away the 
Naval Research Observatory at 
Sugar Grove. Both these in¬ 
sulations are so aware of the 
. responsibilities they have to the 
-,.snor that each is planning | 
r reception centers to accommo- 

t mein in an elevator and the j 
< ither for Pontiacs where the j 
t ;wo power shovels have a dis- 
e cussion of the car’s fine points. 
Most TV commercials are dull 
2 nd insane, apparently aimed 
at a three-year-old mind, judg- 
xandlei nomination mg from tfce reaction of our 
Merest Of the new Betsy. But the two we have 
commercials goes to mentioned might even sell chow 
Chucf King chow mein and Pontiacs. 


Commercial* 


Only 140 Books Left 
Hillbilly Bookshop. Richwood, W. Va. 






4 Tourist's Prevue 


of a Cass Railroad Rids 


By Ivan N. Hunlar prime in the "early day 

, ... the present century. 

Last summer, after we liked ^ .. 

up H. ls CreeW_ near Hillsboro We5 . Virginia Hiiibill 
m Pocahontas County and took aot k „ w thi . * 

,omp fine shots of the Fa\U Baum a ^ !ac , rotr> P , 
we thougnt that we had , vania , came io , n to lh 
the ultimate point of interest: n c>p|tol and , aU:ed t0 , 
that section of West Virginia makers dunIi g the spe< 
But. how wrong we were 


sion with such convince 


Just this pasl weekend, we manship thal the men 
returned to Pocahontas County taV<;n§ p^cs ton? ei 
and found another ^mating ^ up a special subc 
facet of interest in this unique , o mvesVi g a t e the pros 
county. . of his idea of buying 

The day that we found an- road (or a :ouns - aU r 
other exciting chagttrjA J- hc ' 0 f lhe last stein* 
itorv of Pocahontas County was £ast of ^ Rockies, 
last Saturday and the place "J* 

Cass, a small mountain village jo Decide S«. 

crowded by the Allegheny foot- 
hi?s to a precarious perch on Thc suocommUte. 
KM*.' l a turbuienl river M , « 

»»"*« Gr " nbner 

t-T-.*-*- sssrJRj 

he unequaled scenery or draw ^ lhe state pui 

1 „ my lungs, ore »«• *£ 

railroad and "hen we arrived The town ol 

„theeommur,.t>ate.ghmlhe mduslry 

morning the object «l «J »• m # the w 

5«-tt.-ss s* 

nooon “° lMt 

. ^wld. track. .aKinb-„ , virrovr itrt 


Railroad Ride 


Bv Iv.n N. Hunter ' prime i„ , he Mrly dlys of 
summer, after we hiked I tfle P resen * century. 

‘•P Hills Creek near Hillsboro , ^ y° u haven’t been reading 

in Pocahontas County and took lhe Wcsl Virginia Hillbilly yoi 
ome fine shots of the Falls. m 'Sht not know that Russe l 
thought that we had seen Baum - a rail fan from Pennsvi. 
■bo ultimate point of interest in j^ ania . came down to the S:.v-> 
that section of West Virginia. Capitol and talked to the law- 
But. how wrong we were. makers during the special 

Jtist this past weekend, we f ' on w jtb such convincing salcj- 
returned to Pocahontas County ma oship that the men paused 
and found another amazing talkin § politics long enough to 
facet of interest in this unique set up a special subcommittee 
county i t0 investigate the pros and con 3 

The day that we found an- °* b' s * dea of buying the rail* 
other exciting chanter in tht*l roat * ^ or a tourist attraction one 
'lory oT Pocahontas County was *be last steam shay lines 
last Saturday and the place was ® ast °* l be Rockies. 

Cass, a small mountain village 1 

crowded by the Allegheny foot T ° Decide Sunday 

. h “VV P , reCa ™K S , pe r ch °" The subcommittee meets this 
- hanks of a turbulent river comm g Sunday at the Capitol 
named Greenbrier. ]in charleston to decide on just 

what it will recommend to the 
Last Train From Cass legislature when it convenes in 
I was m Cass not to meet the , January. Most of the committee 
friendly people or to admire I " l ® n [ ber f. J av ® indicated ^pr> 
the ur.equaled scenery or draw vately . lhat th ey will ad\i 3 e 


mv lungs, the pure air of 
hill county. I was in Cass 
a ride on a mountain 
oad and when we arrived 
he community at eight in the 


that the state purchase the roll¬ 
ing stock of the former Mower 
Lumber Company and turn it 
into a rail buffs paradise. 

The towm of Cass, with its 
the object oPthe af only industry shut down arid 
of Juit about every rail “~ ,J ll 
the eastern part of the 


isold at the auction block. 

HIPL—.... -. sembles one of those frontier 

m MiffiM tauclly on western ghost towns after the 
j *,de track taking on water mother lode played out. 
sif was Number Four" and Narrow* street' of white two 
•t.» >»*n have been kind to the f t or y houses, many Of them 
little gal and her jaunty air now deserted and up for sale, 
4*4 r. t hint that the was a bear witness to the time when 
lady when William Jen lumber was king and over 168 
& Mr? *11 *»» campaigning famlllos lived in the booming 
lw the pretuiency community. 

Nutruwf r«*uf u a rare old timers bronred by the 
htro kn.uM t« historian*, the m „ aton , 0 f logging in the 
/a .* >*d »*•« r»pie»ent* i»n* of , uffoUIM j m j mountain* »d idly 

h« •* the «May engine* th# p^h of the boarded up 

ibat rd at the steep MllU f0fnpany ala? * an d with only 

-u. --- tad •••• im , %r . <<Ml pluml , lk ng wiU uu »• 

_.i.wt in uv< V*»t- 


9i Wee* Vi 



and found anot her i*"»«*tt»U , ‘■ l , k, ££ j^lipeclftl 0 subcommittee 
focrl intoreni in lhl» unique , , n the pro* and con* 

counij i,i.. ij.g f ,[ buying ihe ri • 

rite *hiy that wn round an- , rL)ad for a i our j s i „iiraciion on« 
other nxcUInr. ehaflUir tU tlio i enm .hay ltn°» 

«tnr.v or rnn.ttni.io'i rn.fnty wuk y 

Iasi Saturday and the place was I®*** of ,hc K°c»«es. 

<*»xs. a small moiinlaln village 

crowded h.v the Allegheny foot To Decide Sunday 

hills to a precarious perch on The subcommittee meets thu 
the banks of a lurbulent river cot m nR Sunday at the Capitol 
named Greenbrier. in Charleston to decide on just, 

what it will recommend to the 
Last Train From Cass legislature when it convenes 

i voc in Cass not to meet the J""utiry. Most or the committee 

railroad and when we arrived a rai1 Dutr ; s P arad,8e 

in the community at eight in the the town of Cass, with 

morning, the object of the af- only industry shut down and 

fection of just about every rail sold at the auction block, rc- 

m the eastern part of the eembles one of those frontier 

nation was puffing saucily on western ghost towns after tha 

a side track, taking on water, mother lode played out. 

She was ’‘Number Four” and Narrow streets of white two 
the years have been kind to the s tory houses, many 'of them 

little gal and her jaunty air now deserted and up for sale, 

did not hint that she was a b ear witness to the time when 
young lady when William Jen- lumber was king and over 168 

nings Bryan was campaigning families lived in the booming 

for the presidency. community. 

"Number Four" is a rare old-timers bronzed by tho 
bird because, to historians, the j many seasons 0 f logging in the 
railroad, she represents one ot surroun ding mountains sit idly 
the last of the shay engines Qn the porch of the boarded-up 
that laughed at the steep hills company store an d with only 
of West Virginia back when tne the lea8t prompting will teU o'" 
lumber industry was in »t» lhe roarinR days in me past 
history of this lumber town, of 
days when the big double-band, 
mill sawed around the clock and 
when as many as eight of the 
smoke belching shay engines 
went up to the top of the high¬ 
est mountains to bring down 
the logs that the skidders towel 
on sky high cables from riege 
to ridge, of the "skidder boys” 
who tooted the steam whistle 
to signal the hookers on tne 
other side of a deep valley sad 
whose vision was sometimes ob¬ 
scured by low hanging clouds 
i Most of the young folks have 
moved over to nearby Grecn- 
j bank where they have foun t 
i jobs at the Kbdio Astronomy 
I Center In an unheard of project 
'of sorting signals from galaxte* 
In tho outer fringes of span. 

(Turn to P«9* 



( ASS HOMMUMINU HH* 
I Itli Annual 


The community of Cass wlcomes you to 
ouf I I Ih annual homecoming celeofanon 
People of all ages have joined m Ihe fun m ihe 
past yeafs. and we have worked hard to con 
Hnue fhis tradition 

This 'down home' good lime is sup¬ 
ported entirely by donations and Ihe effort of all 
volunteer commute Your suggestions and ocn- 
hbuhtons are greatly appredtated. 

THANKS 

We would like to thank all of the business and 
individuals for their contributions and support. 


CONTACTS & COMMENTS 
Any suggestions and ocmments can be re¬ 
ferred to any member of our ocmmittee 
Darrell Turner - Preisident 
Katrina Defibaugh - Treasure 
Cathy Ribble - Secretary 
Terry Ribble Lefty Meeks 

□an Defibaugh Wanda Halterman 

Stan Beafore Dave McMIlllon 

Usa Hubbert Call Vanderander 

Inp Warder Tonya Warder 

Brenda Thomas Mary Perkins 



Printed By 

POCAHONTAS COUNTS 
TOURISM COMMISSION 
1-800-336-7009 
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June 26 


MTH ANNUAL 
(AHS HOWSOOMINd IOTH 
AGENDA 

Junr 94 • June m 

P«gr»l for Prion A Prlo.n 7:00pm 

Com Fire Moll (age's J-g) 

Prize Gamn Free (ar all agn 7:Mpm 

Community Cento (Dwuiwiu e.repted) 

The Great Coke Walk 


Church with Cospti Slog 
Com Methodii Chutch 
Final Registration 

Conurnmity Center 


10:00am 
11 : 00 -12 noon 


• Don', forger to bring your dmner ueke, or you will bo charged J5 00* 


Community Center Parking Lot or Fire Houk m cot ofmn 

dune 27 Regiitration 

10 00am -Jpm Fire House 
" Pot«««»register to receive a dinner /icier** 

Start tin- day of fun for the young and the young at heart 
Located at tint Pirn House 

P« Show 1 0.00 jiii 

With small household deomestic pet! 


Dunking Booth. Fuh Pond. Egg Toss. Egg & Spoon Relay, Water Balloons 
Shoe Race, Water melon bairn Contest. Watermelon Seed Spitting Contes] 


Fire House (set up 8 00am) 

Antique Car Show and 

Fire Truck Display 11:00am 

Fire House 

The Second Annual Co® Parade 100pn 

Magic Show iOOpm 

Puppet Show (following the Magic Show) 
Community Center 

Registration Table will Cootmae 4:00pm-6 2 

Community Center 

Crowiag Certmoolea or the Qarrn and King *:00pn 

Community Center 

Dance Live -Music 7:00pm 

Rigger ami Better 
















